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EDITORIAL 

WELCOME I 

Welcome to the new· look "Irish 
Cricket" for 1985. We have tripled 
our print·run (and attracted a whole 
new readership). we've increased the 
magazine by 8 pages, and we've put 
up the price by 3Op. !though we're 
sure you'll agree it's still a bargain). 
The main change is that we have 
recruited correspondents from out· 
side Dublin to cover the competit­
ions in the North, North-West and 
Munster. 

SALES OUTLETS 

"Irish Cricket" is now on sale in 
every cricketing town in the North. 
Readers should place a regular order 
with their local newsagent to be sure 
of getting their copy each month. 

Unfortunately the story in the 
rest of the country is a bit more com 
plicated. Several readers have comp­
lained that they have been unable to 
buy "Irish Cricket" in their local 
newsagent. We have tried to rectify 
this, but sadly the two companies 
that distribute magazines in the Soutt 
do not consider the cricket market in 
the Republic to be worth their while. 
We will endeavour to get copies into 
as many outlets as we can, a full list 
of which will appear in the next issue. 
Perhaps if every cricketer and cricket· 
lover asked his or her newsa~ent to 
stock the magazine the situation might 
change. 

COI't'r Pl,otogroph of Alf Malood hy 

l\'lt'r 11Iul'$/it'ld. courusy "n't'lrish Timt'l 

Dirrrihuud in i ... ·ortJIt:rn I,t'lalld bJ' 

EASO.\·S aI/(/ M,.:N/fiS. 

All "'Duria! copy1'ifht IRISU CRICA:ET 
alld /IIU$t nut be rcproduced witllO/II 
{J('rlllissioll. 
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MONTEITH IMPROVING 

Ireland and Usburn captain Dermott 
Monteith was the victim of a "hit and 
run" accident when walking home 

from the Bangor Rugby Club on Sat­
urd<lY 10th February. Immediately 
admitted to intensive care at the 
Ulster Hospital, Dundonald. He has 
numerous serious injuries, especially 
to his legs and pelvis, but in his own 
words, there is "nothing that can't be 
cured" 

Otrmotl 'MO/rt~/th 

Dermott has been inundated with 
greetings from his friends and admirers 
from allover Ireland and beyond. One 
youthful member of the Irish squad 
sent his captain a Get Well card adress­
eel to "The Greatest Slow Left-Armer 
in Ireland. clo the Ulster Hospital, 

Northern Ireland." It arrived, obviouSly. 

RITA & GAYBO 

"::on"jratulations are due to Mrs. 
Rita Kenny, President of the 
LW.C.U .• who shot to fame rec· 
ently by identifying the 'Mystery 
Sound' on the 'Gay Byrne Hour' 
as the Kookaburra bird. Rita is 
now thirteen quid better off I 
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OPENING SHOTS 
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NEW CLUB (LEINSTER) 
A 27th club has joined the 

Leinster Cricket Union, the men 
of Sandyford C.C. For their 
first season they will play at the 
Marlay Park ground used occasion: 
ally by C.Y. M. The club formed 
last year to play 'Taverners' mat: 
ches, and having experienced some 
degree of success, decided to 
apply for membership of the LCU 
Only two of their players have 
experience of League cricket. the 
McConville hrothers Tiernan and 
Brendan being former members of 
Civil Service. Pioneering types in 
the Dundrum/Sandyford area might 
like to join this side in Junior 
B. Secretary Cliff Kennedy can be 
contacted at 981113 (H) or 
763465 (WI. 

NEW CLUBS (NORTH WEST) 
The North West Cricket Union has 

admitted two new clubs for the 1985 
season. Both THORN HI LL and 
KILL YCLOONEY lie within the 
Derry/StrabanqlDonemana triangle 
and will play in Division 4. 

North Fermanagh C.C .• who keep 
the flag flying in South· West Ulster. 
have entered a 2nd XI from their Kesh 
headquarters: a very healthy sign 
indeed. They will play in the new 
Division 7. 

FREE GIFT! 
I RISH CRICKET will be giving away 
a WHO'S WHO IN IRISH CRICKET 
wallch with Issue 2. This will con­
tain names of the Captains of each 
XI and office bearers of every club in 
the land, Sure to be a sell·out, 
order your copy of Issue 2 now I 

JUNIOR BRANCH CHANGES 
IN LEINSTER 

The Junior Branch of the loC.U. have mittee has decided that there will be a 
announced several changes to the regul: mandatory 5 points penalty for every 
ations for the new season. The details late card not received within ten days 
are available in full in the loC.U. Hand: of completion of the fixture. The com· 
book. The following is an outline of mittee has also decided that this regula 
the changes: 
LEAGUE STAR RINGS (eight rlayers 
on each team. Of the 3 unstarred who 
are eligible for a lower team, only any 
2 may play in anyone match for the 
lower team. 
GUINNESS CUP PLAYERS: A player 
making regular appearances in this com 
petition wilt only be eligible for his 
club's first XI. 
RESULT CARDS: The LCU has deci· 
ded to crackdown on late cards; last 
season saw several teams (and clubs) 
waiting almost two months to submit 
cards. Besides this making Secretary 
Michael Sharp's job much harder. and 
being against the regulations. it madp. 
the Junior League coverage in "Irish 
Cricket" irritatingly out·of:date as reg: 
ards some teams and players. The com: 

tion will be stringently enf(lrced. 
There are also minor alterations in the 
rules as regards TWO·EVENING MAT: 
CHES and REFIXTURES, 

The Junior Branch have also announ: 
ced sponsors for the various Cup Finals 
this year: Senior 2 Cup final (Carlisle. 
August 3rdl: WINDMill SPORTS & 
LEISURE. Middle Cup Final (Rathmines. 
July 20th) : TROCAL PVC WI NDOWS. 
Intermediate Cup Final (Rush. Aug.10th) 
. ARMSTRONG MOTORS, RUSH. 

Junior Cup Final (Civil Service, Aug.5th) 
: COLET PRODUCTS, HAIRDRESSERS 

SUPPLIERS. 
There is no sponsor as yet for the 

Whelan Cup Final, althOugh the Junior 
Branch are open to offers. Interested 
firms should contact Michael Sharp at 

Dublin 698953. 



THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE FOUR UNIONS 

LlSBURN REFUSE 

Lisburn C.C. attracted a fair bit of 
press coverage recently over their dec­
ision to decline the opportunity to 
have the Indian test starlet Mohamm· 
ed Azharuddin after he scored three 
centuries in his first three Tests. 

Lisburn Secretary Cecil Walker 
points out that they were looking for 
a coaching professional, and 'Azha' 
did not have the qualifications. Seem· 

MUNSTER TONS 

A Munster reader writes to tell us 
that the statement that Ken Devine's 
U-19 century last season was only the 
second scored by a Munster player at a 
representative level, which was printed 
in the "Munster '84" article in our 
WI nter Annual, is not strictly true. 

We apologise to all our readers in t(1e 
South, and contritely record Noel 
Cantwell's century against Leinster, 
and Pat Dineen's 102 v.Ulster Town 
in 1970 and 124 v.Ulster Country in 
1971, both at the Mardyke. Peter 
MUrphy has also scored a hundred at 
schools level against Leinster. Here's 
to a few more this year! 

WATER FORD C,C 1984 

AZHARUDDIN 

ingly the young Indian's name was 
just one of twenty-odd circulated by 
an agent. Lisburn have instead signed 
the former Warwickshire and Worces­
tersh ire player Steve Perryman (not 
the Spurs footballer r 1 

Incidentally, Cecil Walker has been 
elected President of the N.C.U. to 
replace Ferguson Grainger, who died 
just two months into office. 

COMING & GOING 

N.W.C.U. Division 2 side Burn­
dennett have had a good winter in the 
signings cepartment, with former 
Strabane batsman Sean McDermott 
as captain for 1985. Burndennett 
have attracted Oliver 'Banty' McDaid 
and Paul O'Neill from 3rd Division 
Berryburn. They have also persuaded 
former international Brendan Donag· 
hey (3 caps) and his son Peter. 

Derry club YMCA are confident that 
they will entice former Donemana & 
North·West a(l· rounder Jay Curry out 
of retirement to help out. Jay's last 
club was Berryburn. 

inn no runs most average 
R.J.Les!ie 5 2 144 60 48.00 
J.Matthews 11 4 303 74" 43.2B 
S.Leslie 4 2 70 2B 35.00 

Printed right are the averages M.Ashmore 9 4 159 5B" 3 1.80 
for Waterford C.C. for last D. Kirby 9 243 BB 30.47 
season, which arrived too late W.Leslie B 3 11 1 37" 22.20 
for inclusion in our ANNUAL. P.Thomas 6 53 lB" 10.00 
Waterford C.C. won the Bank 
of Ireland Munster Senior Cup overs mdn runs wk, average 
and Shield in 1084. P.Thomas 115.4 37 261 27 9,66 

R.J. l eslie BO 17 177 17 10.40 
D.Kirby t 1 7.4 31 254 22 11.54 
J.Halley 54.2 14 119 6 19.83 

. , 
EVERYONE 

MAKES MISTAKES 

You can't pull the wool over the 
eyes of a Maths teacher! Pictured 
above is Brendan Guildea of Ring 
Commons, who, according to our 
ANNUAL, finished second in the Inter­
mediate B batting averages last season. 
Due to a computational error we under­
valued his average by 12 runs, which 
means that he now tops the tables. 
The corrected average is as tollows: 

Inn no most runs average 
8.Guildea 11 4 71 378 54.00 
R.Greene 12 6 81· 302 50.33 

We apologise to Brendan for our 
mistake, and congratulate him on his 
achievement. 

I n an Official Correction to the 
Senior Statistics published by the LCU 
in October, Jnd printp.d in our Annual, 
a wicket previously credited to Rossa 
Bunworth of Clontarf has now been 
corrected iiS 3 run-out. This increases 
BUl"'wnrth's Jvera're from 16.9 to 17.75. 

CORK 800 

As part of their contribution to the 
Cork 800 celebrations, CORK COUNTY 
have arranged an interesti ng programme 
of matches, which this year are being spon­
sored by Murphy's Brewery (Ireland) Ltd., 
The visitors include Downpatrick, Old Belv 
edere, Leinster, Bangor, Pembrokeshire 
(Wales), Law Society of London, YMCA, 
(Dublin)' Lansdowne (Bath) and Cowbr­
idge (Wall;!sl. 
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PREVIEW OF THE 
NEW SEASON 

On the next four pages, "Irish Cricket Magazine's" provincial 
correspondents preview the Senior Leagues in their respective 
Unions. Peter Wood (North), Andrew Deacon (L.einster). 
Ian Devine (Munster) and Joe Doherty (North West) set the 
scene for the 1985 season ..... 

NORTH 

PeterWood 
BENSON & HEDGES LEAGUE 

First Division, Section Qrle. 

Waringstown will once again be def· 

ending their title, and must be every· 
body's favourites to win yet again. The 
probable 10$s of Alvin Spence to Queen's 
University will be compensated by the 
return of former Queen's captain amI 
Ulster TOwn bowler Philip Hepburn and 
apart from that the same squad will go 
into action. A good stream of quality 

youngsters into the First XI is the result 
of members' coaching, Waringstown 
nevl;r having employed a professional. 
1985 may see the debut of outstanding 
15 ye:!r'old prospect Shane H3rrison, 
son of Jim, who la~t yenr scored '!IIoll at 
representative level in U·15 anJ U·19 
crit:ket. This included a 58 for Ulster 
Country U·l~. 

If any team can beat Waringstown to 
the title, the best bet must be Downpat· 
rick, winners of the John Plaver Cup 
last year. Captained again by Derek Me 
Cann, the same squad go into action 
this year. As in previous years, they will 
rely heavily on the services of profess· 
ional Kemal Merchant and recent Irish 
cap Jim Patterson. 
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And what of the other contenders 1 
Lisburn will surely miss the services of 
Dermott Montieth, unlikely to play thi: 
season, following his serious accident. 
New captain Ian Thompson will bring 

youth to the job, while the club have 

also employed a new professional in 
Steve Perryman (ex·Warwicks. & War· 
cestershire). 

Bangor will miss the services of sev· 
eral younger players now departed to 
University, but hope to have Michael 
Rea once hi~ studies at Trinity end for 
the summer. Despite these losses, I 
am sure the production line of young 
players will keep turning them out, 
and adding to club's already impressive 
strength in depth. Outsiders for the 
title could be Schweppes Cup holders 
Lurgan who will be once again ben· 
efitting from the talents of Rahul 
Mankad. 

Relatively poor league performances 
were experienced in 1984 by Bally­
mena, North Down and North of Ire· 
land, when they all finished in the bot· 
tom half of the table. N.I.C.C. did 
reach the Cup final however, and will 
hope for a successful year in this, the 
125th Anl)i,versary year. 

Finally, what of Woodvale, narrowly 
saved from relegation after a play·off 
with Donacloney, and Holywood, 
newcomers to Section 1 1 The former, 
now captained by ex-Ireland bats· 
man Graham Crothers are desperately 
in need of new bowling talent to 
back up an impressive batting line·up 
with four internationals present. Irish 
schools and YfJuths player Simon Red 
path has rejOined from Section 3 club 
Academy, but will have school comm· 
itments until June. Holywood's rise 
into Section 1 surprised many observers 
and realistically they will need to play 
extremely well to retain Senior status. 
Inspired leadership from Billy McCorm-

ick may pull them through, but the key 
man could be John Kerstens with his 
top section experience. 

First Division, Section 2 
Prime candidates for this title must 

be Donacloney, relegated in '84, or 
Donaghadee, who chased Holywoocl all 
the way last year, the 3rd consecutive 
season they have been there or there 
abouts. Both employ pro's, as do Arm· 
agh, whose youth policy now appears 
to be paying of' 

Two possible outsiders could be 
Saintfield, who narrowly avoided the 
slide from Sections One to Three in 
successive seasons, but who must do 
be«er this year, or Oueens University 
who have recruited well following the 
loss of six players from last year. 

Instonians, who won Section 3 last 
year after an exciting play·off with 
Dundrum, keep their habit of playing 
in a different league every year I 
They will be pressed to survive, with so 
many players approaching the twilight 

of their careers. 

First Division, Section 3 
Dundrum, so close to the title in 

both 1983 and 1984, must start as fav­
ourites. C.I.Y.M.S., relegated last year, 
are rumoured to have lost several first 
team players, and it may take them a 
year or two to rebuild a challenge. 
Academy, third in '84, will miss the 
services of Simon Redpath, but 
should finish in the Top four . 
Cooke surprised everyone by finishing 
in the first four last year, qualifying 
for the John Player Cup, but they will 
do well to do a repeat in '85. Cregagh, 
now amalgamated with Section 4 club 
Loopvale, should do better, as should 
Victoria. Possible surprise package 
could be last year's Section Four Winn· 
ers Ards, who expect to have the servo 
ices of match·winning professional 
Javed Mohammed again. 

First Division, Section 4 
This league appears to be wide open 

this year. Orumaness, down from Sect· 
ion 3, should do well. Carrickfergus 
had their best season yet by finishing 
runners-up to Ards in '84. Possible 
challengers include Civil Service and 
Collegians, both of whom are rum· 
oured to have signed several new play. 
ers. 80th of these clubs, incidentally, 
wilt be hosting Guinness Cup fixt­
ures this year. 

Outsiders with a chance include 
Portadownand Oerriaghy, whose 
strength in depth will be tested in a 
league which now has 16 matches per 
team. up four from 1984. 



LEINSTER 

Andrew Deacon 

A is f or AUSTR ALIANS. who play 

in Downpatrick on August 8th - a 
rare chance to see the Aussies in ire­
land; and for AM AT EU RI SM · some 
say success can no longer be bought, 
but the end of playing professionals 
"'Iill hit the strugglers more than the 

strong. 

B is for BELVE DE RE CO LL EGE, 
who have dominated schools' cricket 
like Blackrock have schools' rugby. 
They must be favourites to win again 
this year. Dark Horse: Sandford ParI< 

C is for CARLI SLE, CLONTARF 
and C. Y.M., all of whom may find 
things more difficu lt this season than 
last. The backbone of the Clan-
tad side was beginning to creak a 
litt le last year. Carli$le and C.Y.M. 
will not have welcomed thE: changes 
in regard to professionals, but will 
still be difficult to beat on their own 
turf (or mat}. 

o is for DEPARTURES: goodbye 

to (among others) Jack Short, David 

Tucker, Seamus O'Gorman and Eddie 
Lewis - lost to the Dublin game for a 
variety of rea~ns; all will be missed 

at their respective clubs. 

E is for EQUIPMENT - a biggf!r 

selection than ever now available from 
more shops than e .... er. See k it special 

in th is issue. 

F is for FINGAL LEAGUE; 
Man O'War to win again this year 

G is for GUINNESS CUP: a fine 
win for South Leinster last year, but 

may go back North in '85; also for 
GILMORE - an in-form Brian Gilmore 

could c'lal lenge Alan Lewis as leading 
batsman, and attain higher represent· 

ative honours. 

H is for HUNDREDS - a rec· 
.Jrd number of senior centuries in 
Leinster last year. Fewer in '85 -
few pro's and surely the weather can't 

be that good again. TH E HIL LS will 
find it difficult to win away from 

home. 

I is for IRE LA ND. Fixtures for 

1985: v.Scotland (June 16,17 and 18) 
v. Sussex (Have, July 3), V.Australia 
(Downpatrick, August 8). tour of 
Wales and England (August 20- JO). 
Still no NlltWest win? 

J is fOT JACK SHORT - off to 
Paris, and a big loss to Leinster CC, 

South Leinster and Ireland. 

K is for KEART LAND, moved to 
YM to strengthen theil bowling; also 
K is for KNOC KHARtEY, new to 
the Leagues last season and setting 
a new standard for hospitality among 

Junior Clubs. 

L is for L EINST ER, they have 
lost Jack Short, but gained Peter 

Dineen. Must win at least one 
trophy again this time; and for Lewis 
who has the techniqlw and talent to 

top the batting averages again, and 
consolidate his place on the Ir ish 

team. 

M is for MALA'"IIDE and for 

I\IIERRION. Malahideto improve 
on last year's disappointing showing; 

Merrion to find things even harder 
after losing several players in the 

close season. M is for Masood, 
aiming to top the averages again, and 

interviewed in this issue. 

N is for f\'EWCOMERS. Welcome 
to Sandyford C.C., only debutantes 

of 1985. 

o is for OLD BELVEDER E. A 
young and improving side who could 
do very weli, particularly in the latter 
part of the season; they will benefit 
from the pace bowling of Peter 

O' REILLY. 

P is for PHOENIX and PEl\"BROKE 
top teams of two seasons ago, 

less successfu l last term. Pembroke will 

find Chris Kuggcleijn very hard to rcp' 
lace; Phoenix are a vastly experienced 

side who must again be in the running 
for every competition, but may not 

win any. P is also for PRIOR - John is 

captain of Old Belvedere this year, and 
will help their cause greatly if he treats 

every game like an internationaL 

a is for QUICK-BOWLERS - no 
imports this year, but there is more 
home·grown fast bowling potential 
around than in recent years. 

R is for RAI LWAY UNION, another 
;Iub with plenty of young talent, but 
~mewhat lacking in penetration with 
the hall. Will aspire to no more than 

a mid-table position. 

S is for SCHWEPPES - time a Lein­

ster club won this trophy. Southern 
sides have been unlucky in the past to 
play well but lose to northern pro's. 

T is for TRINITY, celebrating their 
sesquicentenary (150 years). The team 
looks stronger, too, with Michael Rea, 
top of the Guinness Cup batting aver­
ages, a valuable addition. 

U is for ULST ER. Waringstown 
should win the B&H League again this 

season, with fewer international calls 
and less dependence on overseas play­

ers than some of their rivais. 

V is for VET ERAN. David R. Pigot, 
sen ior batsman since the 'forties, is 

opening bat for Phoenix, President of 

Trinity Cricket Club, and ( rnan 
of the Mid·Ulster Cricket Gr... ,. l he 

senior player in senior cricket. 

WiS for WOM EN'S CRICKET, the 
major success story of the last few 

years. Dublin has the highest concen­
tration of women cricketers in the 
world; standards are imprnvinq all the 

time and the level of carr. nitlll(Jllt 

often puts men to shame. Also W is 
for WICKETS: Excellent - Clontarf, 

Malahide, Carlisle, Leinster. 
and still improving· Phoenix . Y 

Trinity ilnu Merrion. Room for imp­
rovement: The Hills, Railway, Belve· 

dere, C.Y.M. and Pembroke. 

X is for X ENOPHOBIA - no need to 
worry about that South African quick­
ie or Antiguan slogger this year; fewer 

unknown quantities in the Leinster 
League. 

Y is for YMCA and for YOU TH, 
a commodity of which they made 

full use of last season, winning the 
Sportsgear Cup. An improved side 

again this year, and will win at least 
one trophy. 

Z finally, is for ZA HEER ABBAS, 

who will have nothing whatso IN to 

do with Leinster cricket this y ':If 

but is the only cricketl"r 
with a Z. 
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MUNSTER 
II 

Ian Devine 

The three Senior COmpetllions In Munster, 
the League, Cup and Shll'ld are being spon· 

sored agam thIS year bf B"n'" of Ireland 
One mterestmg point IS that the League is 

played on a tlml' baSIS, wtrich reflects the 
grow,ng d,senchanlment With the constanl 
diet of overs Cricket Both Ihe Cup and 

Shield are knock·out 50 over competilions, 
the Cup havIIIg a restriction on bowlers, which 
forct'li the use of 5 bowlers, 

Unfortunately, Harl"Qulns have had to drop 
to Junior Club status It 's (,kely that moSI 
01 the,r Sen,or players Will join Boh'~mial\s. 
Thankfully, Harlequms WIll cont,nue!O play 

Junior and Taverner crocket, and Ihis keeps 
a villuable ground in use, With the inCfease-d 

numbers tak,ng up the 'Iaml', we hope ,t wili 

WATERFORD 
Walerford have a solid batting line-up, 

consisting of Johnny Mallhews, Dave Kirby 
Mike Ashmore. Bob & Billy Leslie and Peter 
Thomas Their bowling 's carried by Thomas 
and Kirby, and wtrrll' this may seem a bit 
limited, It was more than adequate to deal With 
the feeble opposition offered by most of theiL 

opponents last year. 

With thell" new pitch providing ,good 
surface lor home games, their ballinoJ 

may well be even more formidable In the 
aoming season, However, if Ihe opposition 

improve their allitude, Waterford will have to 
work harder to take wickets. 

On balance, they will start favourites to win 

the various competitions, 

WAND ERERS 
Wanderers have enough cricketing talent to 

be a good side, but seldom fulfill their poten· 
lial The main thing they require is som.e app 
lication and organisatLon, so that every m.em· 
ber of the side knows wtrat he is e)(pected t., 
do. The addition of Bryan O'Oonnelllo the 
Side will give both edge and steadiness to 
the bowling. and WLII thus allow the others 
10 operate under It'lis pressure. The slow 
bowlers Ronnie McDowl'!! and Ray Wong 
could have a useful impact II properly hand· 
led and supporled 

The bailing has a number of useful 
stroke makers in D,Ryan. PD,Dineen. P,Ty· 
nan and J. Walsh, but it is impossible 10 play 
si rokes successfully if the innillgs is dlsinteg· 

Somebody has got 10 concentrate 

CHURCH OF IRELAND 
At full strength, C.I have a nicely balan­

-cd side, which are well a capable of winn· 
Ing a competition, Unfortunately. 0 some 
of the essential players have commitm.enlS 10 
other actiVIties. which inter fere wLth their 
Cricket. and adequate replacem.enlS are nOt 
availabll' 

For many years, George Treacey and Jon 
athan Anderson have been the backbone 
of the bowling The a\zilabilily of these 
players Will have a large bearing on Ihe perf· 
ormance of the Side. On the plus Side, it is 
hoped Ian Hast'e may develop sufficiently to 
make a Significant Impact. 

Runs are expected from Ken Devine, 
Gelald Burns (when free from Irish Hoekev 
squad commitments), John Wolfe, Jack 
Hanna, John Whillakcr and Robert Bamber 

L IMERICK 
limerick have the best all· round 

bowling attdck. headed by John McDevitt & 
Kevin D'Herlihy, supported by K O'Brien 
and M.Sheehan They also perform lidily and 

actively in the field. Their batting depends 

on D,O'Blien. O'Herlihy. McDevill and J.Chea· 
tley, but the bollom hall of the order 

IS bllllle l'nder pressure. 
They will ~ challenging for all the comp-

elltlons, but may find themselves short of 
runs in some vilil' matches 

" Wt'"t a lot to show for 800 yea"./" 
be possible lor them to revNt!O Senior status on giving the innings somt: stabrlity, 
soon 

Water lord are installing an artlllclall)ltch in 
the yrounds 01 the Newtown School, I n this, 
they are lollow.ng the lone taken by Col I 
and Limerick Now, only Bohem.ans and 
Wanderers, whose home IS the Mardyke, play 

on grass The !jeneral reason lor this mcrrase 
In the uS(' of arllllc.al w.ckets IS Ihe Imposs· 
Ibd.ly 01 prodUClI'llJ good quality grass p.tches 
on 9rounds wh.ch ale flUt to othel uS(' during 
the remainder 01 th, year, particularly when 
1,'11' or s,~ qam!'s a w -k are bemq played on ,to 

BOHEMI ANS 
Wi'h the addlt,on 01 !I. number 01 players 

lrom Harlequms, Bohem,ans could be a 
compellt,ve Side th,s season It IS doubtful 
if Ihe overa ~1 strength is Ihure to VlIn a com· 
pel,tiot1, but they may well inflict delc;lts 
on some of the male fancied s,des, Th~ 
availability of Dave Short or Bob Wilson 

could add significantly to the potential of 
the side Frank Creedon, Eddie Sanll and 
Olan Kelleher arl' uieful bowlers, allrl Roger 
long, Jack Rus~ell, Paul Traynor, Victor 
Hurley and Dave O'lorrghlin are capable of 
gell,ng useful runs. 
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NORTH WEST 

JoeDoherty 

When St.JOHNSTON won the North 
West Senior League in 1984, it was the 
climax of a remarkable story of a dub 
which had been defunct in the late 
'60s and early '70s. Since their rebirth 
they have won three Senior Cups and 
now their first ever League title. 
During the resurgence of the CO.Done­
gal side, the club depended very heav­
jly on the contributions of the Rankin 
brothers, Davy and Ian; I say this wit­
hout underplaying the efforts of Ivan 
Lapsley and Alan McClure. 

Last year, however, the Rankins 
were, by their own standards, noth­
ing special, and that is where the 
strength of the title-winning team lay. 
The opening attack of the super· fit 
Paul Wallace and Ivan Lapsley fired on 
all cylinders and the formidable back­
up of the Rev.Joh n Davey (slow left 
arm) and newcomer David Dunn (Med· 
ium pace) were rarely needed. 

Runs came from all quarters, with 
skipper William McKean, Keith Lapsley, 
Ian Anthony and wicketkeeper McClure 
all playing their part in a fine team eff· 
art. St.Johnston should be at least as 
strong th is year, and must therefore bp, 
fa ncied to go close. 

The biggest threat to any side with 
Senior League aspirations has come to 
be from DONEMANA and this year 
should prove no exception. The Tyrone 
villagers' record over the past six years 
reads: Champions 1979,1 980,1981, 
1982; Runners·Up: 1983 (after a play. 
off with: Brigade), 1984. With youngst· 
ers like Desmond "Decker" Curry 
(5 centuries last season) and the McB· 
rine twins not even having reached 
their peak, Donemana are sure to a 
force to be reckoned with for many 
more years. 

STRABANE will have profession· 
al Bobby Rao back for h is sixth 

season, and each year his pupils 
blossom more and more. The first 
XI will probably contain 7 young· 
sters who have learned their cricket 
under Rao's guidance and. although 
they may p,e temporarily denied the 
services, of batsman Keith Finlay 
(son of Aubrey) and opening bowler 
John Callaghan, who are strongly 
tipped for selection for the Bermuda 
tour in July, Strabane may have a 
big say in the destination of the 
Northern Bank league. 

M. V. NlIrllsimhll '8obb)I' RlIO 

(Srrablllle, flyderabad & India) 

Judging bv last year's showings. the 
other main contenders will probably be 
the mature BRIGADE side who reached 
three Cup finals last year, but who this 
year will be without Clarke Nicholl who 

• 
- -

has retireJ. Neither may Brigade have 
the full services of Roy Torrens, if we 
are to believe even half of what we hear. 

In recent years, SION MI LLS have 

tasted success in Cup competitions only 
and the fact that they will be without a 
pro this year means they cannot be 
recommended as a good bet for the title. 

U MAVADY and EG U NTON 
would seem to be in need of consol· 
idation of existing resources and an 
injection of new talent before being 
in a position to challenge for hon· 
ours again. The return of opening 
bowler Lionel Semple will strengthen 
Limavady, while Eglinton will be 
glad to welcome back West Indian 
fast bowler Hendy Wallace (Barbad· 
as). although there is some talk that 
international 'keeper Shaun Bradley 
is a doubtful starter this year. 

CO LE P 4.INE and NORTH FER 
MANAGH both finished at the 
wrong end of the table in '84, even 
with professional assistance and it 
would be a surprise if they fared 
any better this time around. Newly 
promoted FOX LODGE, whose 
ground at Ballymagorry on the Stra· 
bane/Derry road must be one of 
the smallest senior grounds anyw/rere. 

have done tremendously well to ach· 
ieve Division One status and will no 
doubt be well pleased if t hey don't 
go straight back down again. In Ray· 
mond Miller they have one of the 
finest swing bowlers in the country 
never to have gained representative 
honours. 

IjIj/liam hlilsol! and Dean Simpson (Brigade) 
fielding ill lhe Schweppes OIP Final. 
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ALFRED THE GREAT! 
Colm Magee talks to ALF MASOOD 

It was one of those curious, parauoxical 
situations which arise from time to time­
sitting in O'Byrne's pub in Rathmines 
talking to Alf Masood about cricket in 
tropical temperatures in Pakistan, with the 
snc and sleet lashing down outside and 
the wind howling to anllounce the return 
of as severe a winter a~ Alf has seen. 
But we of course were comfortably warm 
inside, and not just because of the hot 
whiskies, but also tha amiable and unstop­
pable flow of Alf Masood letting off steam 
on just about every cricketing topic imag­
inable. He is just as passionate and articu­
late about the game off the field as he is 
polished and determined on it - like many 
a good Senior League seamer from Mala­
hide to Merrion, I simply sat back and ad· 
mired .. 

When you listen to Masood for <I while, 
consider what he haz achieved and the 
standards which he sets for himself, you 
begin to wonder· can this guy really be 
playing cricket in Ireland? Is he not the 
best bat we have EVER seen in this 
country? How can he be content 
at this level and how come he ran into 
a sticky patch last year? How, above 
all else, can the politics and administra­
tive niceties of Irish cricket be allowed 
to deprive our national team of the ser­
vices of such a player? Masood bec­
omes awesome if you reflect too much 
on the man and his career. Better to 
listen and enjoy. 

Like the story about the Young Eng· 
land team which toured Pakistall in 
1968-69, when Masood was still at Uni­
versity in Lahore, h is home town. He 
was selected to play for Pakistan U-19 
against the tourists, who included a 
fledgling fast bowler called Bob Willis 
and also the Hampshire player Jon Rice, 
among others. Masood scored three can· 
secutive centuries against this England 
side (about 500 runs in six innings) and 
was voted best young player in Paki· 
stan. There was a major profile in the 
country's equivalent of "Irish Cricket", 
drawing favoorable comparison witha 
young Australian in the same age group 
who had been producing similar perf­
ormances back home. Have you got 
him? Answer: Greg Chappell. Small 
wonder - with those three tons Alf 
broke the record for international runs 
held bl( an idol of so many players, 
young and old, Hanif Mohammed. The 
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following year, he faced up to the full 
England side, touring under captain 
COUll Cow9rey. Playing for his home 
state Punjab, Masood was greeted by 
that mild-mannered gentleman John 
Snow with a snorter which had struck 
him on the shoulder before he knew 
where he was. But he went on to get 
50. But Snow got him in the 2nd inn· 
ings! Caught Cowdrey at first slip­
he's hardly likely to forget that calibre 
of dismissal. 

Snow is about the fastest he has 
faced and the best spinner is ·Bishen 
Bedi, who only bowled to him in net 
practice at Northampton. "He was 
regarded as easy to get away, but every 
six balls were different." Masood is 
uneasy and a shade disinterested when 
you ask ~im to name the best bowl­
ers he has faced. It's not because 
he is arrogant or over-aggressive, but 
simply that he is so convinced of his 
own ability and, more 

Mohammed Afzal Masood 

importantly, so determined 
that he will use that ability to the best 
advantage, that he regards it as slightly 
defensive and negative to dwell on the 
ability of others. "Eyesight and timing 
are everything. you cannot allow your· 
self a fraction either way with eyesight 
or timing. You must be right there 
every time - I am not happy unless I 
know, and I usually do, where the ball 
is going to pitch before the bowler 
does. If you' don't know that, you 
are too late. You must read it before 
it is bowled as much as reading it after 
it leaves the bowler. And certainly if 
you are waiting for it to pitch, you are 
way too late." 

I s that not arrogant? Maybe· but 
there is little point in setting false 
standards when you have stacks of 
talent, just to satisfy other people's 
views of what is modest and proper 
behaviour. If Alf Masood is anything, 
he is honest, brutally so at times. I 
can't tell you WHAT he said about 
some, supposedly front-line Irish play 
ers - he plays with and against them 
too ohen to allow that sort of embar­
assment. And embarassment it would 
be because I CAN tell you that he 
doesn't think too much of their crick­
et ability, and more importantly, of 
their dedication and wilfingness to 
practice and train to develop their 
skills. This is the other side to his 
view on how best tc bat - you don't 
pick the shot before the ball is bowleo, 
but you concentrate on dominating 
the bowler and watching all the way, 
and all day, until you know what he 
is going to do with it better than he 
does himself. Two well known players 
in particular he attacks in this context 
for insufficient discipline - one is play· 
ing the wrong shot to most deliveries 
but getting away sometimes because 
of his physical power, while another 
has nothing like the sort of control 
which a good spinner needs. "The ball 
never turns on the bat" says Alf, and 
as usual, he's dead right. 

Some would call him lackadaisical -
but not any more. He trains as hard as 
anyone up at Phoenix, in the hills and 
glens behind the ground. Neil Taylor 
brought Lansdowne and Ulster full­
back Philip Rainey up to improve the 
fitness workouts, and Alf was event-



ually keeping up with him. He's lost 
two stone since he first came to I re-
land from England, in 1980. "Mentally 
and physically I have got to'be right - I 
have various little things I am always 
thinking and dOing before a big match 
and I always try to have the head and 
shoulders clear before I go out to the 
middle. You cannot bat if you are 
thinking about records or a large number 
of runs or a distant target - you must 
concentrate on the next ball, is it a drive 
or a defensive shot? That is how to 
score, not in twenties or fifties, but in 
ones, twos and fours." It annoys him 
when the Phoenix barflies in their inimit­
ably tactful and encouraging way, advise 
him to "win this Cup again for us Alf" 
or "come on, we'd like to see another 
130 today". He prefers his team mates' 
support - "just don't get out". I neident­
ally, Phoenix as a club he adores. 

The Ireland thing last year left him 
bitter - the only touring team he never 
faced in Pakistan was the West Indies 
and he missed out on the Aathmines 
game. But does it not point up his lack 
of motivation for the ordinary games? 
Was that not why he missed the late 
season international games in 1983 7 

"No - I do not try to humiliate the 
weaker sides, I merely try to enjoy 
myself in those games. For the big mat· 
ches I am always 'up' and certain ly I 
regard next season as a challenge, for 
club and country". He hopes to cap· 
tain Phoenix some day and feets that 
with Stan Mitchell at the helm this year, 
they will start winning trophies again. 
For Alf to feel truly challenged, there 
must be some silverware at stake. But 
not records· when he got 196* in the 
Guinness Cup at Aathmines two summ· 
ers ago, the first he knew about the rec· 
ord for that competition was when Clive 
Davis came up to him in the middle and 
told him he had bettered it. 

Someone else came up to him in the 
middle that season during a game and 
told him something. The someone in 
question was I mran Khan and the 
message, during the NatWest game ago 
ainst Sussex, was "you haven't lost it at 
all, I can see no change." The two grew 
up together and toured abroad, sharing 
the same room. Wasim Raja and Zaheer 
were contemporaries of his too· he 
recalls with some regret that the young 
six year old brother whom Wasim told 
to stay away from the Punjab state 
side net practice in case he got hurt, 
Rameez, is now the toast of his 
country for caning the Windies quicks 
in that World Championship romp 
last month .What might have been for 

Masood's record in Irish cricket 

LEINSTER SENIOR LEAGUE 

mrs. inn n.o. most fUllS a~erage \Ilks· runs an'rage m 
1980 12 12 1 47 181 18.10 7 98 14.00 3 
1981 19 19 4 9'- 544 36.26 3 48 16.00 10 
1982 18 18 2 124 10to 63.12 17 17.00 10 
1983 20 19 3 204" 1218 76.12 9 208 23.11 5 
1984 19 19 3 138· 795 49.68 23 - 269 11.69 6 

Total 88 86 13 204- 3748 51.34 33 - 640 19.39 34 

INTERNATIONALS 

Total 7 10 3 109 347 49.57 o· 16 2 

GUINNESS CUP 

Total 7 7 3 196* 563 140.75 

.~_9.!~_~': 

(1) Won Marchant Cup for 8atting in 1982 and 1983, breaking the 
run aggregate record for amateurs in 1982 and the overall record 
in 1983. Was runner·up in the Samuels Cup for All · Rounders 1984. 

(2) Holds the record for most runs in a season in the Guinness Cup 
with 281 in .1982 . His 196- v.South Leinster in 1983 is the high. 
est s'core recorded in that competiton. His current average is 98 
runs ahead of his nearest challenger. 

(3) First Irishman to win Man·of·the-Match Award in a NatWest game. 

(4) His 204- vThe Hills in 1983 was the first double-century in Lein­
ster cricket for 28 years (G.A.Duffy 200" v.Phoenix 1955). 168m. 

(5) Alf has scored 3 centuries anti one fifty in 7 Guinness Cup innings. 
One hundred and two fifties in 10 international innings, and six 
hundreds and 20 fifties in B6 Leinster senior innings 

Alf? "If you come back now you 
will play for us" Imran assured him, 
and for someone now plying his trade 
at such comparative backwaters as 
Milverton and Coleraine, that was a 
wonderful ego booster. But he's not 
going back, unless to see his family . He 
is set up here now with his three shops 
and his Castleknock home, and while 
that first elusive Test cap has probably 
now gone for good, he is well content. 

"Look up lIIisden for 1972 or 1973" 
he says, "and YOU'll see me there on 
top of the Sunday League averages for 
Northants." He didn't get a full fling 
there really because with Sarfraz and 
8ishen 8edi, they already had their 
complement of overseas players. 
Mushtaq was there also. After a spell 
as a pro with the M&B brewery team 
in Birmingham, he didn't hold a bat 
for about four years. In 1980 he was 
man-of-the·match in the Park against 
Somerset and after that, well you 
know the rest. Just one statistic· he 
lost eight balls in that big Guinness 
Cup knock against South Leinster. 

So on and on it goes. My enduring 
memory is of Alf describing how, as a 
young boy, he would cycle off with 
two others, ali on the one bicycle, to 
the outskirts of Lahore, to net pract ice 
with his father and a group of budding 
openers, leggies and what not. It was 
so hot (over 1000 ) that the stumps at 
either end were located under a tree, 
so that the bowler and the batsman 
could shelter from the searing sun. The 
boundary was a tine of stones a few 
yards away, again under trees. On the 
way home, they could dry their soaking 
towels simply by wrapping them around 
the ir heads as they cycled along. Match­
es began at 6am, adjourned at nine, and 
recommenced at 3pm to escape the 
fiercest heat. And from that, back out 
into the driving blizzard of a March 
evening in Dublin. Maybe football is 
the world game, but cricket certainly 
covers a wide range of peoples and places. 
Alf Masood has seen most of the various 
locations, climates and personalities in 
between. I for one am gratefu I that he 
decided to stop here for a while. 
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FINGAL 

FOCUS 

March 18th saw the annual St. Patrick's Weekend cricket 
match at Rush e,c. This year Dick Forrest brought up 
a selected XI from Clontarf and Phoenix including Enda 
McDermott, Paddy Neville and Leonard Dexter. A fierce 
blustery wind caused many problems, not least to valiant 
umpire Alan Tuffery. It is debatable whether this was 
the first match of the summer · I think it is fairer to 
call it a 'Winter Tour' The Forrest XI made 111·8, the 
eponymous legendary after-hours drinker making an imp­
ressive duck. Michael Marsh took 3-21. The game was 
in the balance at 70 odd for 7, with the visitors poised 
to kill when 15 year-old John Scanlon came in and hit 

three huge sixes, and Rush coasted to a two wicket vic­
tory. Gerry Monks, unbeaten on 33 won the Man of the 
Match award_ In his tea-time speech Dick Forrest cong­
ratulated Rush on their fine second pavilion, and sugge­
sted they open a Rugby club in the ground "so you 
can have a row and take one each." A most enjoyable 
day made especially so by the hospitality of Rush CC 

RUSH C.C. 1985 

BACK: Alan Caren. Michael Connolly, Alan Beggs, 
Matt Sheridan, Tom Armstrong, Cyril McGee. 

FRONT: Gerry Monks, Robert Murray. 
Mike MarSh. John Scanlon. 

North County GOSSip 
With a couple of weeks still before the season get 

under way, rumours are flying as to various 'transfers' 
and changes in personnel in the Fingal clubs. Brendan 
Gu ildea of Ring Commons has joined Balbriggan as has 
Thomas Morgan. Paul Hickey of Balrothery has also join· 
ed Balbriggan who look like improving their status in 

Intermediate B. Rumours also of Noel Harper leaVing 
Balrotherv for the H ills. 
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RUSH 

The first ball of the 1985 season 

Mike Marsh of Rush sends it down. 

, • 

.. -

,. 

Left to right - Enda McDermott, John Scanlon, 

Dick Forrest, Paddy Neville. 

John Keane of Rush finds his leg 
stump knocked back. 



• 
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TOM PRYAL writes about the day 
When Sandymount scored 524 

On July 20th 1864, Sandymount C.C. hit up the huge 
total of 524 against Co.Wicklow, at Sandymount. It was 
the highest score made in Irish cricket up to that time. 
Sandymount were keener on batting records that day. 
than on winning the match. They batted from 12 noon 
until 5.30, leaving Wicklow just half-an -hoor to bat r 

James Gilligan hammered the bowling for 200 and 
was the first man to reach that mark in Irish cricket. 
R.Snow went in at No.7 and hit 103. J.Doran, 
A.5t.Leger, LFlanagan and F.McKenna also piled on the 
runs, and the Extras chipped in 47, with 32 wides. 

Charles Stewart Parnell WIS playing for Wicklow, and 
he took three wickets, The bowling figures were not 
given in the "Irish Times" report, and that could have 
been some slight relief for the Wicklow bowlers. Manv 
stories have been told about Parnell's captaincy of Co. 
Wicklow. These stories. which may have gained in the 
telling. suggest he was an autocrat. Certainly. after playing 
in that match at Sandymount he was never likely to 
give much to opponents I 

Wicklow. in their 30 minutes batting scored five runs 
and lost 3 wickets, all to Gilligan. So after all the fire­
works and records, they were not beaten. 

Parnell reading the scorecard? 

SANDYMOUNT 

G.lrwin c.Sub b.Fetherston 0 
W.Atkinson b.Fetherston 14 
J.Doran tb.w. b.Galbraith 65 
J.Gilliglin c.Sub b. Fetherston 200 
F.McKenna c.Parneli b.Oliver 20 
R,~t Leger b.Pllrnell 48 
R.Snow run out 103 
W.Horec.Fetherston b.Parneli 0 
L. Flanagan not out 26 
Capt. McCallum c.Gaffney b.Parnell 
W.Crou b. Oliver 0 
EXTRAS 19b. 5 Ib, 32w, lnb) 47 
TOTAL ......................................... 524 

Fall. 5, 38, 143, 189, 314, 427 427. 516, 519, 524 

CO.WICKLOW 

C.Galbraith not out 2 
W.Oliur b. Gilligan 2 
H.Gaffney b. Gilligan 0 
W.Rarnas b. Gilligan 1 

TOTAL (for 3 wkts.J ..• ........... 5 

MATCH DRAWN 

Notes: 

(1) Later that season Sandymount were beaten by 
Leinster, by an innings Be 11 5 runs I 
(2) Sandymount C.C. were founded il'l 1859, and lastet 
until about 1930. 
(3) Readers wishing to learn more about the cricketi~ 
career of Parnell should consult Tom Pryal's article 
"Charles Stewart Parnell and Wick low Cricket" which 
was published in the Irish Cricket Union Yearbook 
1984 and the Journal of the Cricket Society, Volume 
Ten, No.1. 

International Freight Forwarding Agents. Import/Export· SurlacelAir Freight 
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ASHBROOK HOUSE. 10 MAIN STREET. RAHENY. DUBLIN 5. 
TELEPHONE 319655, 319732 TELEX 31430 
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PRIORITIES 
The bases for dealing with the two 

nest important things in life, Cricket 
anC girls, are strikingly similar. 

The correct attire is of paramount imp 
ortance. There is something about the 
traditional cricket dress that embodies 
the spirit of the game. It is an intang' 
ible quality that attracts the attention, 
admiration and wonderment especially 
of the non·cricketing people who have 
any eye for beauty at all. When you 

Johl1 frior ill his whit~s. .•. 

view Packer's "Candy Tots", you imm· 
ediately recognize the lack of that qual· 
ity and view their horrible outfits with 
the scorn generally reserved for the 
'poseur' at the disco who insists on 
hailing the maker's name on the OUT· 
S IDE of all his clothes. Of course these 
respectille flo.wers do attract the atten· 
t ion of the vulgar public, but ellen they 
t ire of the transient natu re ('If !uch 
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flashiness. The people worth impressing 
are not fooled by any such posturing 
and, at the risk of being dubbed boring 
and old·fasl'lioned, they halle the strength 
of will and presence of mind to stand by 
what theytc:now, in their heart nf hearts 
to be a cornerstone in their appreciation 
of what is good in this WQrld. For me at 
anyrate, v.tJite embodies that spirit of 
the clean struggle, where results are sec: 
and to performance, where the best man 
wins and where both money and cheat .. 
ing halle no place. It's almost as if 
Mr.Packer realises that to wear white 
for his lIersion of cricket would be akin 
to sending his pregnant daughter down 
the aisle similarly attired! In ellery 
sphere of life, clothes create the image, 
gille first impressions that are never 
erased and gille some small inkling of 
the nature of someone's outtook and 
ideas. Girls. are no fools either. 

As a corollary to the above, behaviour 
and rules of conduct also serve to auq 
ment,the quality of one's life, games and 
relationships. To perform according to a 
code of conduct is again of paramount 
importance for it gilles rise to that most 
treasured of human feelings· 'JUSt. If 
either party reneges on the code then 
suspicion and worse will follow. It is 
then one can understand Cliff Thorburn's 
disgust at Alex Higgins in a recent snooker 
tournament. It is the argument in fallour 
of 'walking' and why I have been known 
to throw tantrums when some players 
have refused to do same. To this end 
the Umpire is always right and it reflects 
only on the player who did not wall:. 
Knowing from experience, trusting another 
human being completely is one of the 
joys of life, Howeller in order for this 
to happen one must obey the code· and 
everyone knows what this is even if they 
won't admit it to themseilies. This is 
especially true in relation to . yes you've 
guessed it . ~ir l s , 

Set your sights high . no girl is too 
imposing, no bowler too quick, Oblli· 
ously one has to operate within certain 
gillen parameters but neller lJerform 
below th at gillen optimal solution, The 

John Prior 

thrill of the stmggle is my raison d'etre 
and more exciting than any drug. To 
belielle in oneself and to compete, 
pulling no punches, whether facing the 
quickest bowler in the land. or attempting 
to impress a girl way out of your class 
affords a 'buzz' not experienced very often. 
The imminent prospect of failure makes 
the challenge all the more fraught. I think 
this is the clo$(!st we can come to tht: pic' 
ture painted by Arthur Ashe after his 
Wimblec:lon Triumph. of the " Inner Ga me': 

_llI1d Jtff Crowt in his pyjamas. 

It is possible to do, (or say) things on the 
$pur of the moment and without any 
conscious thought that you never believed 
you were capable of. Being uninhibited 

is a Iynchpin to this neutrality where one 
believes Attack to be the best Defence 
and where percenta!le players halle no 
place. Never be afraid to fai l for such 
an att itude leads to underachiellement 
and frust rat ion. 

U fe is a serious matter · cricket and 
girls are two of the mai n aspect~ of my 
life and I take bot h lIery seriously, I know 
the respected cricket world doesn't like 
Mr.Packer and I wonder how h is wife 
cou ld feel anv differently I 

-
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PROALE 

WESLEY FERRIS 
The Mid-Ulster Cricket Group, which was founded in 

1963, organised an amazing 30 competitions in 1984. 
and promises even more in 1985. Most of the Group's 
competitions are confined to Schools. Schoolboys 
and Youths cricket. although the Senior Trophies, the 
Mid-Ulster Cup (Holders: Donemana), the William Jeffrey 
Memorial Cup (Holders: Ardmorel. the Sperrin Cup and 
the Beckett Cup (Holders of both: Donemana) are much 
sought after and keenly contested. 

The man behind the Mid·Ulster Cricket Group is 
Wesley Ferris, who played three times for Ireland in the 
1956 season (19 runs, top score 9- I 6 wickets at 2S.33J 
and who played senior cricket in three Unions, for 
Eglinton, War ingstown and Malahide. Wesley has been 
MUCG Secretary since its inception, and was eli..'Ctcd 
President fo r the 21st Anniversary YeM. He has organised 
MUCG tours to Canada, U.S.A., Israel. Cyprus, Wales, 
England and Scotland. 

oesides his cricketing act ivities, Wesley IS an mternational 
at Volleyball and at Avlculwre, being a breeder of Border 
canaries. He is currently Chairman of the Ulster Schools' 
Athletic ASSOCiation, Battalion President of the Boy's 
Brigade, Secretary of the Mid-Ulster Schools' Hockey 
Association, President of Lurgan Cage Bird Society. an 
Elder of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the new 
President of the Leprechauns 

Wesley is part of a laudable 'swap' this season with his 
Presidency of the Leps, as David Pigot has been elected 
President of the Mid·Ulster Cricket Group. It is a notable 
gesture in cross·border relations, already a part of the 
MUCG Calendar with the BeckettCup . The final of this 
competition, which is a challenge match between the winn­
ers of the Sperrin Cup and the Alan Murray Cup in 
Leinster, takes place at the C.Y.M.grounds in Terenure 
between CYM and Donemana on Saturday April 21st. 

" I have always endeavoured to bridge the divide. foster 
reconcilliation and bring about good community relations 
in Youth Work and through Schools." Wesley publicly 
exchanged plaques on behalf of the Boy's Brigade with 
the Roman CatholicBoy Scouts in the Craigavon Civic 
Centre. He counts the standing ovation he received among 
his proudest moments. 

Last season saw a record Ill'mber of entries for the 
MUCG competitions, and there is no reason why this 
year shouldn't see the numbers rise once more. With a 
man of such energy and commitment as Wesley Ferris, 
the Mid·Ulster Cricket Group is in safe hands. 

MATHS WORKOUT SERIES 
for Pass Leaving Cert 

A new way 10 improl1e your Moths grade. The main 
[eolures of Ihis series are 

1 Each Book is a separate self-contained unit 
and starts with the Basics 

2 Rnl}id progress to exam standard 
3 Every Question has a detailed solutio n 
4 An invaluable revision aid 
5 You can improve with this series no matter 

what your standard is. Whether yo u are 
trying fo r a Grade A or Gradp 0 this 
series will help you. 

MQl hs k 'orkoUII Differ-e ntial Cah:u1 W1i ~""'Y 
Mtllhs k'OI'"koUI 2 Complu Numbcn II5IAlJy 
M(uhs Wor-kout 3 Coordinate Geometry 

or Une WliuaUy 

All books written by Brendan Guildea, 
an experienced MatM Teacher. 

A rai/obfe from: 

Hedge School Publications. 
Naul. Co. Dublin. 

j..4Jch book oorl1 [JOO plus 50p p &- P 

Jo"Qfo,dt'rJ II) ''''0 or mo,1' hooks p &- p Isfl 

Q.8 pJI 
0.2 p.1l 

Q.' p.J 
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CLUB FOCUS 
"They take their cricket seriously 

in Old Belvedere". So I was told by 

my batting partner as we drove out to 
the wicket in my first match at the 
Cabra Oval. I say 'drove' as we were 
playing on the far square, and to walk 
to the wicket would have been a hike 
of somt! distance, probably requiring 
bacKpacks, compasses and tents. As 
we left the Pavilion, I noticed John 
Prior, new to the first XI, enter the 
nets to bat. I thought no more of 
my partner's comment until our 
return to the pavilion for tea some 
two hours later (no, I hadn't batted 
that long). As we passed the nets it 

was noticed that John Prior was stili 
batting. I was amazed, but not at 
Prior. From all accounts he qoes to 
bed padded up. I was amazed that the 
same bowlers were still bowling. This 
commitment to practice and willing­
ness to help fellow players with intell· 
igent and proper use of the nets is one 
of the reasons for Old Belvedere's trad· 
itional position of strength in Leinster 
cricket. It is also the basis of a strong 
club feeling which is evident from the 
interest shown throughout the Club 
in each team's progress. For Old 8elv· 
edere is something of a rarity in Lein· 
st{:r cricket circles; a club free of 
major internal squabbles; a club devo' 
ted to the playing of a particular 
sport, and a club comfortable in its 

spacious surroundings at Cabra. Per· 
haps this loyalty is partly a cantin· 
uation of loyalty to the alma mater; 
or as likely as not is due in part to 
family ties, for Old Belvedere is not 
unlike those clubs north of Malahide 
in its family atmosphere and member· 
ship. 

The 1984 season was a mixed one 
for Old Belvedere. For the First Xl, 
a place in the final of the Wiggins 
Teape was offset by their low posit­
ion in the Belvedere Bond league; 
similarly the 2nd and3rd XI '5 were 
both beaten in the finals of their res· 
pective cups and finished low in the 
league. The U-18 side were also def­
eated in the final of their competition. 

The various teams' progress to the 
respective finals is a good illustration 
of the depth of talent currently to 
be seen in Cabra; the lack of success 
in their leagues would seem to indi­
cate that the club is, perhaps, short 
of committed players who are avail­
able week in, week out. This is in· 
deed a view confirmed by captain 
John Prior, who feels that the youn­
ger talent is often not as enthusias­
tic as the older guard. A distinguish­
ed 'Old Guard' at that. The First 
XI could well take the field this 
year with four players who have 
played for Ireland in Alec O'Riordan, 
John Prior, Robill Waters and Peter 

CLUB RECORDS 

.5 
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Highest Innings: 178 A.J.O'Riordan (v.leinster, Cup, 1969) 
Best Bowling: 8-15 O,WiII iams (v.Carlisle, 1971) 

Most runs in a career: 10,578 A.J.O'Riordan 
Most wkts in a career: 849 A.J.O'Riordan 
Most wkts in a season: A.J.O'Riordan 72 (1964) 70 (1965) 

Most runs in a season: A.J.O'Riordan 678 (1965) 638 (1975) 
Most dismissals in an innings 6 P.J.Tynan (6 ct.) v. OU, 1965 

6 S.O'Gorman (5 ct, 1 st.) v.Phoenix, 1984 
~10st laOs in a career: 9 A.J.O'Aiordan 

Address : 
Telephone: 
Secrelarv: 

Internationals: 
A.J.O'Riordan (1958), 
R.H.C.Waters (1968), 
J.A.Prior (1981) 
P.M . O'Reilly (1932) 

PRESIDENT: Kevin Q'Riordan 
TREASURER : Michael Schofield 
TEAM SECRETARY: Declan Healy 
CLUB CAPTAIN: John Prior 

Cabra Oval, Navan Road, Dublin 7 . 
302316 
D.Healy, 25 Thorncliffe Park, Dublin 14 

lHome: 967024 Office: 719851 

K.O'Riordan, P.O'Reilly. B.O'Gorman, A.J.D'I 
F.Synott, S.O'Gorman, 

OLOBE 
O'Reilly. The club will be hit hard 
by the loss 0f Seamus O'Gorman 
and D6vid Tucker (retiring), John 
McGrath (to Trinity) and Hugh 
Prior (to Trinity and thence the US.) 

Peter O' Reilly 

The four internationals are them­
selves a neat illustration of the can· 
tribution that O.B. has made to Irish 
cricket. 



~;O"d"n •• D.Tucker. J,McGr.th. C.A.McGrath, 

H.Prior. N.Prior. 

It is also a vindication 

of the cricketing set-up that exists 
between Belvedere College and the 
club. No other clubJ. with the poss­
ible exceptions of Leinster and Clon­
tarf, have such 11 welt·developed 
youth policy. With the school crickel 
scene in the ascendancy. the club is 
guaranteed a constant stream of tal· 
ented and accomplished cricketers. 
In fact most of the 1984 school side 
will heve become ,'most veterans 0' 

cricketing cup finals, and this expel 
ience can only be of immense 

value in the future. 
Another side-effect of the College 

influence is the proliferation of 
families playing in the club. Cabr. 
has now become something of a 
stamping-ground for the various 
O'German's, Prior's, McGrath's and. 
of course, O'Riordan's. 

What of the future for the club "7 

The filSt XI seemed, last year, to be 
turning into a real force in Leinster 
cricket. Under John Prior, several 
young players got a chance and perf· 
ormed creditably. What with the 
current ban on pro's, and the ret· 
urn of O'Reilly, it looked as if Belve· 
dere could be among the trophies in 
'85. The losses mentioned above, 
however, could well set the club back 
a couple of years. And after that ... 

Niall Morrissey 
CLUB INDIVIDUAL HONOURS 

MARCHANT CUP Fon BA TIl NG 
Alec O'Riordan . 1965, 1969, 1975, 1977 
O'GRADY CUP FOR BOWLING 
AJec O'Riordin . 19S9-196().1961 · 1962·1964-1965-1966·1967·1970-1975-1977 

Fintan Synott . 1973 

HOPKINS CUP FOR WICKETKEEPING 
Fred Daly' 1961 P.J.Tynan . 1966 Seamus O'Gorman • 1984 

SAMUELS CUP FOR ALL·ROUNDER 
Alec O'Riordan . 1961·1962·1964-1965-1966·1967·1969·1974-1975·1977·1978 
Fintan Synott . 1973 • 1982 

SCHOOLS FOCUS 
BELVEDERE 

BELVEDERE COLLEGE SENIOR CUP SQUAD 1985 

Back:, D.Doylt, ::-O'Mahony, D.O·Rlordan B.McGirr, K.Ma~trlty, 5.Doylan. M.LDuv 
Front.: I.FitzfXIfrlck. Clltntghan, K. Ktllntdy. C Doy/t, C.Mullarkty. J. Grogan. J.Dunn 

Back: 
Front_ 

BELVEDERE COLLEGE JUNIOR CUP SQUAD 1985 
lFitlfNItrick. JDunn. SHay/an, R.Htl4!lon. FRaffmy, R.B)'rnt. 

M.Blmy, C. 1.gcy. lDoylt. M 7raynor, F.. Linehan. D.LintharL 
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A Bibliography of Irish cricket 

PART 1 : CLUB BROCHURES 
ARMAGH - "125 Years of Cricket in 
the Primalial City" 36pp. (Armagh 
1984) edited by 5.S.Duffv. A5 

BA:'>W)H CHICKET 
el.lJ 1\ 

50th 
A:'IINIVEHSAHY 

1m: l- I!lH:l 

tit I tJl:LH I!'S; ; 

BANGOR· "Souvenir Brochure" 56pp. 
edited by J.W.G.Elder (Bangor 1977) 
"50th Anniversary. 1933-1983" 48pp. 
edited by J.W.G.Elder (1983) A5 

CARLOW· "'50 Years of Cricket & 
Sport in Co. Carlow" 60pp. A4 
(Carlow Hl83) edited by N.D.McMilian 
and D.Foot. 

CLONTARF· "Souvenir Brochure" 

incl. brief history, 88pp. (1958) 
"Brochure" (19761 
"Match Programme" Published each 
season 1981·1984, with insert for each 
home game. A5 c. 40pp. 

CORK COUNTY· "Centenary 1974" 
112pp. edited hy J.Cluskey_ 

C.Y."", . "Brochure" (Dublin 1982) 

Official 
Opening 
of the New 
Sports 
Pavilion 
.... Au.-.. 
-<-~-- ,- ... , 
/'fonday, JOtb /fay 

1963 

__ 0<'0_ 

GLENDER~.oTT . "Official Opening of 
New Sports Pavilion" (Coleraine 1983) 

20pp, Octavo. 

18 

DUBLIN UNIVERSITY· "A Pictorial 
History" by M.Haliiday, N.P.Perry & 
M.H.A.Milne. Limited edition of 350. 
203pp Hardback. (Dublin 1982) 

DRUMMOND· "Official Opening of 
New hvilion" (Limavady 1983) 64pp.A5 

HOLYWOOD· "1881·1981" edited by 
O.W.McCall (1981) 68pp. 

INSTONIANS . "50 Years of Fun & 
Games: 1919-1969" ed. W.SWhite 
(Belfast 1969) 58pp. 
"Instonians 1919·1975" by Des McKibb­
in. (Rugby & Cricket) 32pp. 

KILKENNY· "A short account of the 
origins of the Kilkenny C.C. and of its 
proceedings, in the years 1830-31." by 
the Marquis of Ormonde (1832) 

LEINSTER . "Brochure for the 5th 
Rose & White Ball" 20pp (1967) 
"Brochure" (1976) 

LEPRECHAUNS · "Membership & 
Fixtures" (Bray 1949- ) 6pp. 
"Handbook" Annual, 19701983 
"Leprechauns v. Essex" (Dublin 1971) 
Programme, 44pp. Incl.brie# histol'y'.y. 

LlMAVADY· "Limavady Cricket & 
Rugby Clubs Match Programme" 
(April 1972) 
"Brochure" (1968) 

MALAHIDE "Brochure" (1981) 

MOUNT JULIET· "Centenary Brochure 
1884-1984". (Kilkenny 1984) edited by 
Peter Holohan. 4Opp. A4. Full Colour. 

MUCKAMORE . "Muckamore Cricket 
and Tennis Club 1874-1974" edited by 
Peter Campbell. 96pp. 

NORTH OF IRELAND· "N.I.C. & F.C. 
1859·1959" by P.P.Fry (Belfast 1959) 
176pp. 

OLD BELVEDERE· "Brochure" (1967) 
"Silver Jubilee 1950-1975" . 48pp) 

PI ., 

PEMBROKE 
CRICKET CLUB 

1984 
YEARBOOK 

PEMBROKE· "Centenary Handbook" 
(Dublin 1968) 116pp. 
"Yearbook" edited by Aidan Dempsey 
(Dublin 1984) 40pp. A5 

PHOENIX· "Festival Week 1943" 16pp. 
incl. brief history. (Dublin 1943) 
"1830-1980" sesquicentennial brochure. 
l00pp. Club history by Tom Pryal, 
early ICU history by Derek Scott. 
(Dublin 1980) A4 

PORTADOWN . "Match Programme" 
(June 1979) 20pp. 

PORTLAOISE . (formerly Maryborough) 
"Rules" (1895) 24pp. 

RAILWAY UNION· "75th Anniversary 
Brochure" Several pages on cricket in 
general sports club brocuhre. (1979) 

STRABANE· "Brochure" (1983) 

WARINGSTOWN . "'851·1974" by 
Michael Maultsaid. (1974) 38pp. 

Any additions to this catalogue 

would be welcomed by tht 

Editor. NEXT MONTH 1. C U. 
Publications & RegiofUll Unions. 
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"125 YEARS OF CRICKET IN 
THE PRIMATIAl CITY" edited 
by Seamus Duffy, ARMAGH C,C, 

An excellent and informative 
little book published last year to 
celebrate the 125th birthday of 
Armagh C,C, Unlike many club 
brochures, this publication has just 
two pages of advertisements, and is 
thus excellent value at a pound, 
There are interesting forewords by 
four Test stars, Norman Yardley, 
Colin Cowdrey, len Hutton and 
David Sheppard and a dozen team 
photos from over the years, the 
earliest of a rough looking bunch 
in 1861. Besides a useful history 
of the club, there are several other 

features to recommend this book, 
including a set of biographies of 
Irish internationals born in Armagh: 
Ivan Anderson, Lloyd Armstrong, 
Jackie Barnes, Aobert Barnes, 
Wilfred McDonagh and Tom Ward, 
Available from S,S. Duffy, 22 Rose­
mount Avenue, Armagh, 

GLENDER •• OTT C.C. : Official 
Opening of the New Sports Pavilion, 
May 1983. Glendermott v. Downpatk 
match programme. Price £. 1. 

A slender fund· raising booklet, this 
was produced to commemorate the 
opening of a fine new Pavilion at the 
Co,Derry club, It is mainly composed 
of adverts, but there are some nostalgic 
photographs and an interesting article 
by Joe McCarter, 

Available from: 
63 Braehead Road, 

A.Montgomery, 
londonderry. 

DRUMMOND CRICKET CLUB : 
Official Opening of New Pavilion, 
Souvenir Programme, Price I. 1. 

An attractive 60 page brochure, 
edited by Ian Heaslett, this was pub· 
lished in August 1983. It features 
plenty of photographs of Drummond 
sides, past and present, and a short 
history of the club by Archie 
McSparran. 
Available from: 
Drumsurn Aoad, 

I,H,D ,Heaslett, 
limavady, Co,Derry. 

BANGOR CRICKET CLUB 50th 
ANNIVERSARY, 1933-1983, edited 
by Jim Elder. 

Well produced booklet, strong on 
Itatistics and photOl)raphs, although 
the earliest picture ll:ltes from just 
1952. The club from Upritchard 
Park only attained Senior Status in 
1968, but have come along well since 
then. Their records are dominated by 
the batting of Chris Harte (the only 
man to score a hundred for the club 
in Senior cricket - three times) and 
the bowling of Jim Elder, who fills 
9 of the Top 12 Lowling slots, and 
has taken well over twice as many 
wickets as anyone else for the club. 
Available from: S. Beckett, 30 Stran­
millis Street, Belfan 9. 

G.P.Siggins 

ARLOTT ON CRICKET, edited by 
Dayid Rayyern Allen. 
(Collinl Willow, ,£ 10.95 sterling) 

Since his retirement from the comm­
entary box three seasons ago, John 
Arlott has been missed. That voice, 
as gravelly as the driveway of a 
Hampshire country home, as fruity 
and rich as an English orchard, 
brought to life countless games that 
deserved worse, Three cheers then, 
for this Arion anthology, a collect-
ion of over a hundred pieces that 
span his years as a cricket writer, 
the doyen of the deck chair set. 
John Arlott is a master man watch­

er. His observations of the human 
frailties. and of the battles of charac­
ter that are as much a part of cricket 
as bat & ball are fascinating. Often he 
speaks from personal knowledge, as a 
friend of the great players of the post­
war period, Stars are taken off their 
inaccessible pedestals and dusted down, 
revealing them to be normal, fallible 
sorts, often likeable, The Boycott 
enigma is partly explained - no-one 
will probably succeed fully· and 
Arlott displays a fascination with the 
Brearley/Botham partnership that was 
at one moment father/son, another 
brother to brother, and another 
psychoanalyst} patient. 

For many years the Guardian's 
wine correspondent, Arlott shares 
that newspaper's pleaSing humanity 
and, dare I say, old style liberalism. 

For him the game is Important, but 
less so the winning of it. Decency, 
fair play and kindness, these are the 
VirtUes consistently praised in Arlott's 
vivid pen portraits. At the same time, 
he does not shirk the issues of the 
day, the Packer affair, the D:Oliveira 
business Bodyline bowling and the 
limited overs game ..• With a splendid 
contempt for petty politicking and 
foolish committee decisions, Arlott 
stands his ground, an accomplished 
hooker of the short-pitched half wit. 

There is 
book, much 
nostalgic, to 

much in this glorious 
to please the armchair 
grip the committed 

activist, and to refresh the careworn 
county cricket supporter. For those 
too young to remember Hammond, 
Hobbs and Hutton, days of such 
leg!!nds are recreated to a cricket 
match tea, down to the sweat of 
me changing rooms, and to the 
scrape of studs oller the pavilion 
steps, 

With the shadows growing longer, 
and the twenty overs running away, 
John Arion voices a sadness at the 
passing of the years, and of certain 
standards of behaviour and of play. 
Pick up this lovely volume, though, 
and you can catch the last of the 
sun. 
nR.lens 

HEY LORD'S, DmJ'T ASK ME 
QUESTIONS ! 

" The lord', Tayerners Cricket Quiz 
Book" (David & Charles,.f 3.95 stg.1 

",Who said "Bowling on a slow 
wicket is rather like gOing out with 
a thick bird. It's hard going for 8 

while, but you get through in the 
end ? No marks for guessing he 
was an Australian. 
.. Who was the West Indian fast 
bowler hanged in 1955 for the 
murder of his wife ? 
: .. Who was banned from playing for 
hs county ever again after coming 
on to the field drunk and relieving 
himself in front of the captain ? 
... How much do you k~ow about 
cricket ? 

The lord's Taverners Cricket Quiz 
Book contains 600 or so questions 
guaranteed to test the mental reflexes 
of the sharpest cricket fan. 11 is 
ideal to browse through and see 
how many runs you can $Core. 
Ideal diversionary tactic in the bar, 
especially when it's your round, 

A.Griffin 
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THE SLOW MEN bV David Frith. 
(George Allen & Unwin) 

"Haste thee Nvmph, and bring with 
thee 

Jest, and vouthful jOllity, 
Guips & cracks and wanton wiles, 
Nods & becks and wreathed smiles. 

John Milton, despite goinn blin¢ 
was evidentlv a man of great fore­
sight, for even as he wrote these 
lines in "L'Aliegro", poring over dim 
candlelight, he must have had visions 
of the summer game, visions of the 
cricket artists, visions of the slow 
bowlers wrapped in mvstical illusion; 
Lumpv Stevens, "Old Clarke" lunching 
on cigars and soda water; Kendall 
who won the First Test for Australia; 
Trumble, Briggs & Peel, Bosanquet, 
the South African attack of four 
wrist· spinners; Wilfred Rhodes; Mailev, 
Freeman, Grimmett, O'Reillv; Verity, 
Johnson, the Surrey Twins, thoSt: 
Friends of Mine, Benaud, Mankad, 
Illingworth, Undt'rwood, Gleeson, 
Gibbs, Bedi, Chandrasekhar, Emburev 
Qadir and Sivaramakrishnan. 

The list is long and reads like 
a HtI!1 of Fame (but no Jimmv 
Boucher I) . Throughout we get a 
feeling of joy, of rren possessed bv 
their art, not alwavs plaving fair, 
trickery and Cl,nning being essential 
to a slow man. Not the fury and 
crash of the labourer's gilme of a 
fast bowler, but the gentle savagery 
and subtletv of shade to be found 
in an artist 

David Frith's companion to his 
history of "The Fast Men" is a 
pleasant read. He traces the roots 
of slow bowling, but doesn't delve 
too deeplv into the individuals, 
merelv thl> trends. The best chapter 
is undoubtedlV that on Arthur 
Mailev whose cricket wisdom is a 
JOY. "With very few exceptIOns" 
savs Mailev "the great spin bowlers 
of cricket were personalities and 
men of character - not alwavs 
pleasant, but invariablv interesting" . 

This is a Historv book and 
not a sociological work, so 

the author merelv skims over the 
current issues concerning lhe app­
arent death of slow bowlinq. But 
as a history it is a good read, 
with enough anecdotal information 
to whet your appetite for further 
knowledge of Stevens, Cobbett ant 
Clarke of long ago. 
B.Fowler 
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THE VOUNG CRICKETERS 
VEARBOOK edited bV Gordon Rot1 
(Queen Anne Prel1 : £ 4.95 stg.) 

A book designed primarilv for 
the young cricket enthusiast, it is 
unique in that it shows Trevor 
Bailev plaving an attacking stroke I 

Seriouslv though, this is a well­
balanced and varied book. There 
are articles on the greats of the 
past (Sobers, Bradman &. Compton 
and a faSCinating piece on the 
origins of the game. There are also 
pieres on some great matches, viz. 
the Tied Test and the Gillette 
semi-final of 1971. Trevor Bailev 
contributes a piece on thl~ dos and 
donts of captaincy, while the Edltol 
selects his Five Voung Cricketers of 
the Vear. For the Vouths Cricket 
fan, there are highlights from the 
Schools season of 1984 and the 
Wri~lev Softball Cricket Finals. 
D.Finlev 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CRICKETERS 
1877-1984. Published bV the Alloc­
iation of Cricket Statisticians. Edited 
bV Roger Page. Price t 2.50 1terling. 

The final volume in the A.C.S. 
series covering Australian first-class 
cricket. It contains a biographical 
register and career figures of all plav­
ers who represented S.A. in ht class 
matches between 1877·78 and 1983-4 
Vital and indispensible to the serious 
collector or statistician, interesting 
nonetheless to the casual reader. 
64 p3ges, Available from: A.C.S., 
36 Campion Street, Derbv, England. 

CRICKET TIES bv Vic. Lewi1 
(Eburv Press, 112pp., a; 5.95 stg.) 

Vic Lewis has been collecting 
cricket ties for many years, and his 
collection now contains around 3,000 
items. The ties depicted in this col· 
ourful book represent the pick of his 
collection. 

A total of 300 ties are arranged 
according to the status of the side 
represented, I.e. Test. County, Club, 
University and Charity all appear, 
as do ties of administrative bodies 
such as the I.C.C. and the I.C.U. 
Each tie has a caption giving infor· 
mation on the clubs or body repre­
sented. 

On IV 4 Irish ties are pictured in 
the book, the Irish Internationals 
tie, the Trinity 'pink', and the club 
ties of Leprechauns and Phoenix. 

A further four (Clontarf, Woodvale, 
Cork Countv and Leinster) are des· 
cribed in the appendix. 

The stereotvpical conservatism or 
cricketers would appear to be borne 
out bV their taste in club ties. One 
exception is the tie of Bertie Joel's 
XI. This is a unique tie in this book 
in that it features vertical, rather than 
diagonal, stripes. The colour scheme 
is no less unusual, alternate stripes of 
shocking pink, orange, green and 
vellow. One wonders how often 
members dare wear it 1 
This is a very entertaining, attractive 

eve-catching book. It is informative 
and is destined to adorn many crick­
eters' librarv or coffee table. 

B.S.Jackson 

THE CRICKET DIARY 1985 
Produced independentlv in Bath by 

John Dixon, "The Cricket Diary" is 
much more than a simple volume with 
space to record appointments or games. 
It is packed with genuinelv useful infor· 
mation, like the 'phone numbers of the 
hotr'~ nearest Test match venues, dates 
of ~ .! 1985 Australian tour, and addre­
sses for everyone from the M.e.C. to 
the Board of Control for Papua New 
Guinea. Besides the information, and 
plentv of space for notes and addresses, 
the diary is full of interesting, amusing 
and historical observations on the game. 
There is one page per week, complete 
with cricketer's birthdays, and one faCing 
page containing a compendium or gems 
such as "I don't care what money I get 

man, it's the buzz of plaving for 
Australia that's got me. I'd do it for 
nothing iust to wear that green cap" 
(Greg Matthews 1983) and "A loving 
wife is better than making 50 at cricket, 
or even 99. Bevond that I will not go." 
(Sir James Barrie). The Diary is also 
notable for the excellent 19th Century 
photographs and sketches that brighten 
the pages. 

All in all, Mr. Dixon has prodUCed a 
valuable diary that is still, in April, worth 
purchasing. It can be had for 3.35 (inc.PIttP) 
sterling from John Dixon, 18 Ashlev Ave., 
Lower Weston, Bath BA 1 305, Avon. 

G.P.Siggins 

All the books reviewed in these 
pages, unless stated otherwise, 
can be bought at Fred Hanna's 
of Nassau Street, Dublin 2. 



FIXTURES 
Saturday APRIL 13th 

LEINSTER SElWOR CLUlI 

FR. Dub/in Un; •. ,. CYM 
FR. Ph~fflx 1'. WQrlnpto~," 
FR. Ltinsur 1'. The /luis 
LEINSTER SENIOR j 
FR. Dontar! JIll'. YMCA If 
FINGAL jot' LeAGUE 
I.G. Man O'k'o'~' Bolrothny 

SundlY APRIL 14th 

Lb'lNSTI:.'R SI:.MOR CLUB 
FR. Oonlarfl', Old Belvedere 
FR. Malahioe 1'. Warill.gsto ... '11 
FR. emllsle ~'. Ra(fWQY Union 

LI:.1NSTJ::R SI:.NJOR 2 
FR. The flills/I P. Lti"sur II 

LlJ1/r15rt:R MIDDI.E "A" 
I.G. Rush III'. Man O' War 

Wednesday APRil 17th 
LEINSTE'R SENIOR CI. UB 
FR. Dublm Uni!", ~. Leprtchauns 

Saturd.y APRI L 20th 
Lt.7NSTER SI:.~i4iIOR CLUB 
FR. Dublm Unn'_ 1'. PI/()('niJt 
FR. Pembroke~' lJqllyml!M 
FR. Me"lon 1'. ifUt()llUlnl 

AORTHERN S£.II,'/OR CLUB 
FR. Lisbum I', {)fjb/In YMCA 

MUNSTER SE.YIOR CLUB 
FR.· Code Co. \', Do .... nf}Qlrick 
FR. Limerick 1'. Rilil_y Union 

LEINSTER SENIOR 1 
LG. Man O'War \'_ Carlisle 2 

I.EfNSTF.R SENIOR J 
FR. CYM 11 1', Dublin Ulli):. II 

I.EINSTh.R INTf:RltltDIATI-: B 
LG. ea,/islt IV I'. Tht llills 11/ 

HN(;AI. 'B' O:AGUI:: 
U;. Rush /II", Tht lfills /I 

Sunday APRil 21 st 
LFI.\'STh.R Sf;N/OR CL UB 
FR. Dub/in L'nll'. ~, Old Bt/l'rdrrt 
FR I tinSltr I. StrtlbtJne 
FR, 111t lJ;l/s II. CYM 
FR, Malllhidt I'. IlI1tonionl 
foR Mtmon dJIllfyll1MIl 

U'1.'\STh.R SENIOR 2 
FR, /lJJOWIIY L'n.II~, PhomiJc If 

UINSTh.R St·.\IOR j 
FR. Rush I', CMf St~iu 

1-EI."'STf.R ItIIIWLE "A ,. 
LG. Man O'Wor I. CYflf /11 

1.FINSTl-R JUNIOR "A" 
LG. Kn~kbmck 1I~. Clontarf VI 

MUNSTfR SENIOR CLUB 
FR, .. C~k Co. ~, ()owllpatrid 

Wedn8sday APRil 24th 
UINSTf.R WOMtN'S ON. 2 
LG. DuM" Unm p, CYM 1/ 

Friday APRIL 26th 
LEINSTER WOMf:."N'S DI~.2 
I,G. DllbUl1 Univ, I'. Malahidt 

Saturday APRIL 27th 
NOR 111t'RN SHNfOR CLUB 
I.G. &nl:or~. f)Qwnptllrick 
LG. l.ish44m~. 8tlllymtllD 
I.G. l.u"lan~, flolywood 

LG. Nann Down~. N.I.CC 
LG. llloodI'ole~. W"ringJtown 

LElNSTBR SENIOR CLUB 
B8. Carlisle y. Clontarf 
08. Menton I'. YMCA 
FR. CYMv. Pembroke 
NORTH, WEST SElI'IOR CLUB 
LG. Fox l.odJe·»- N. FermancU' 
I.G Brit,pde·1'- StrabDnt 
LG: Colenz(ne·1'- Donenuma 
I.G. Sian Mil/s·»- Ex/lnton 
LG. St Johnston -I'- Linwmwy 

MUNSrr."R SI:NIOR CLUB 
FR" Cork CO. Y. Old B/!lyetUrt 

LEINSTER St"NIOR 2 
I.G. The Hills If~. Man O'k'''r 
LG. Leifllter II y. Mt,,/on 1/ 
FR. Rolhwy Union 1/ v. Rush 

UINSTER SI:."NIOR 3 
FR, Dublill UnIY.1f Y. RoilWII),J1/ 

L£lNSTt'R MIDDLE "A" 
I.G. Prmbrokt 11/ ,v· OJrlisJe III 

UINSTt"R MIDDLE "B" 
I,G. YMCA 1111'. MuJ/ingor 

UI,\'STI:."R INTI:.'RMEDIA n" A 
/.G. Rush Ilf v. &Ibrigzon 
LEI/!.·STf."R INTERMEDIATE B 
1-G. Oontorf V.,. Ci~17 Senice II 

LEINSTI:."R JUNIOR "A" 
LG. KlKKkbrvck II v. Aer Lmgul 

LF.INSTtR JUNIOR "B' 
I.G. Man O'Wor 11/ v. Rail WIly VI 

.AiORTlI' DlV.I. SECTION 2 
I.G. iJoMcionry v. Armogh 
LG. R. U. C '1-'- Qlflonvillt 
LG. Dona,hodte ·v· (}uten! Uno'. 
I,G. Instonion: -I-'- Muckamort 
I.G. iAurr/valt -~. SDintfield 

'"fORTII' DMsion I Stetion 3 
LG. Ards -~- ActJdemy 
I.G. c/YMS + Victoria 
LG. Cookt -~. Shorts 
LG. Dullmurry·»- Cr~agll 
/.G. Dul/drum + YMCA 

NORTH DIY-I. SECTION4 
I.G. umickftrgus·,. Lafflt 
/.G. Ci~'1/ Senict·v· Templtpa,.k 
I.G. Dlll1pJnnon·" DefTUlgllY 
I.G. Drumontu ,I/o Baflynahinch 
I.G. (h'erton .~. Collegians 
I.G. Portodown -v' M/J/park 

/!.'ORTII WEST DIVISION 2 
1.(;. Glend'u v. Cruved'n'/ 
I.G, B"II}J{lQllen .~. Bready 
1.(;. Drummond~. 1rrJmort 
LG. Killym'I't ,~, Bumdtnnett 
LG. Crindlt + k'aln-lidr 

.\'ORTH Wf."ST DIVISION 1 
LG. Bt,,}'DUrn ~', Dulftrton 
I.G. 11It Ntdd ...... YMCA 
1.(;. CUmb.tr Clirudy -~. ROll$kty 
I.G. Bond', Glen·1'- Bal/ymont}' 

XORTII WEST DIVISlO,V 4 
I.G. DIll/trion II ~._ BtrryDuffl II 
LG, YMCA /I ~. The Nrdd 1/ 

I.e;. 7Jrornhill 1'. Raphot 
LG. Millto ..... n v. Kiflycfoollty 

NOR Til wl:'sr DIVISION j 
LG. Oready /I v. Fov L()(I~e /I 
I.G. 51mbtJllr II~. Brigade /I 
I.G. DoIII~mono II v. Co/eroille /I 
I,G. E81illlOll 11 ~'. Sian Mills II 
I.G. 1.lmaL'ady /I v, SI.JohllSlolI II 

NORTII WEST DI VISION 6 
I.G. Ardmort II v. Glend'm'l II 
I.G'. Burndn't /f~, KiJlynIllU", II 
LG, .... alenidt /f v. Crinkle II 

fl'ORTII Wf.ST DIVISIO,V 7 
1.(; N. Ftrm'gh II ~, Sian Mil/I III 

April 13 
LG. C'rt!n;td'/1 II II. Bnxade III 
LG. Drumnwn 1111 Coltr'ne III 
I.G. StrubDllt 11/ ~_ Brtlldy III 

U;:/NSTER WO\fE,.. .. S 0/1,,2 
LG. .I,(,llIil1lor .~. Ctlblin lintll. 

Sunday APRI L 28th 
LEINSTER SENIOR CLUB 
BB DllhllII Unn'. -I/o I,t/nlttr 
BB. M%hiJe .~. Ri;B_y Unton 
BB. Photnlx -~. 71Ir mIl: 
MUNSTER SI:."/'t'JOR CLU8 
FR" Cork Co. ·11, Old Otlved.t 

l.EINSTER SFNIOR 2 
LG. (i1rlislt 11 -11- &Irothtry 

LEINSTER SENIOR 3 
I,G. QOnlorf 111 ·v- CYfl/1I 
I.G, RIIsh·1/- Prmbrolct H 

UINS1f..'R MIDDLt.' "A ' 
I.G. Man O'lilar II·~·· ClontorflV 
UINSTf.R MIDDLE' "0" 
I.G. Mtrrlon /II '1'- Kn~kbrllck 
LG. LeinSlcr V -Po C Y.M, I I' 
Lf..1NSTER INTFRMf."DfATI:.· A 
LG.Ptmbroke I V ·V· Addinsto ..... n 

LEINSTER INTERMEDIATE 8 
LG. 71It lIi/ls III -II· Rilll Comm1 
LG. Ri;if_y Vn V .~. CarUsJt IV 

Monday APRIL 29th 
Lf:.lNSTf:R WOMEh'S'Dil'luon 2 
LG. Clont4rf II .p.. OIlbfill UIIII' 

TuHday APRIL 30th 
1.E1.VSTER WOMf:.WS' DiI'ision 2 
LG. Dublin Vnlv, ·v· Rush 

~MAY1.t 

LEINSTER SENIOR 1 
LG. Dublin Unlv.U~, YMCA /I 

1.F1 .... STER SCHOOI.S (Sect. AI 
I.G. I/Igh School v. SrPauf', 
LG. St.Andnw's v. Wafty CoJl. 

Friday MAY 3rd 
Lf."iNSTI:'R WO"fHNS' Oil'. 2 
LG. Dublill Ulli~ -v· Ltlllutr 

Saturday MA Y 4th 
/'fI.~STFR SENIOR CLUB 
BB, Ma/ahfde ·1'· l'tmbroke 
DB. nil' Ihlll-I/o Corlislt 
80, Roil_y Union ·v· Dublin l.i: 
80. GOnlorf·!'· Y,.lfCA. 

.\fORTI/I·R.,,",' SF.WOR cruo 
LG, &flymellQ -I" D ..... npo/nck 
I.G. Rangor J'- l.urt:all 

to May 9 
LEINSTER fNTERMEDIATt' A 
LG. &Ibrizgtln r. RoUWII)' UnlV 
LG. 14ferrion I V ~'. Mofahld,. IV 

LEINSTER J.lvTtRMFD/A 1'1:." R 
LG, Pembroke V y, 77rt Ifill: Jf/ 

LEINSTER JUNIOR A 
LG. NXiidare 11/ )/. Balrothtf}' II 
NORTH WESTDIVISION 2 
LG. B,cody 4~ Glendtrmott 
LG, Burndennttt v. 8ollyspal/tn 
LG. k'oursidt .p. Drummond 
LG. Cn6td'n'I·y. Killy"wf/oRht 
LG, Ardmore -»- Crindle 

NORTII WEST DIVISION 1 
LG. DullertOn -»- Tht Ntdd 
LG. YMCA ·r· Otrrybum 
LG. Rousk,.y -v. Bond', Gltn 
LG. &lfymolll')' + CUmlwr Cl'y 

NORTII WEST DIVISION 4 
LG. 71rt Ntdd IIv. Dufferr(ln /I 
I.G. Herrybum II P. YMCA /I 
LG. Killyr/'ny v, Thom"ffI 
LG, RaphOt! v, Milltown 

!\'ORTII WEST DIVISION j 
LG, Fox Lodge + t"gfinron /I 
I.G, Brigade 11·1'- Bready /I 
LG. Co/Mllne II .~. 51mbant II 

II'ORTII WEST DIVISION 6 
LG, &Jlfyrptdlen.1/o Burndtllflttt 
LG. Drummond -I'- Wotf!nid,. 
LG. KiHynu/llaght ,I'- Gltndtrm'l 
LG. Oindft -I/o Ardmore 

NOR71I WEST DIVISION 1 
LG. Sian III-I'- CrerYtdonntlf If 
LG. Brigade III-I'- N. Fl'mUIft II 
LG. LOItl11il1e III-I'- SI",bane III 
LG. Bready 11/ -1'0 Drummond III 

NOR Til: D;,ision I SECTION 2 
!.G. CliftonYillt -~. Armolh 
LG. Mllckamort·1'- Uturtil'fllt 
r.G. (}uUII' Vnil-, .,. IlIItoniOll1 
LG. RUC·»- Donolhadet 
I.G, Salnl/itld -~- Donoc/one}' 

"iORTH. Di~ision I, SECTION 3 
',G. Acadtmy 'L" CIYMS 
LG. D,lflmu"y -I/o D'lfldnlm 
LG. Shorts .~. Crr,o,'1 
f.G. Victoria ·1'- Cooke 
LG. YMCA .~. Ard' 

NORTII: Divilion J, SECTION 4 
LG. BalfYlwhillcl:.yo Mlllpork 
LG. COlltgiaIlS-I'- (;Wil Sen'let 
LG. Durlaxhy·." Porr"do~ .... 
LG. DtIfllf//II/o1I ·v- Dnmwneu 
I.G. OI:n-Ion + Carrid:.ftrgul 
LG. Larne·y. Ttmp/~{)l1lrick 

LG. lIolywood·1/o .1t,,0rtl,/Jo ..... 1I , ___________ .., 

J(; NICe ,1" Woodl'Qlt 
J(;. lIIaril/.KltO\\-'n _yo Lilburn FIXTURES courtesy the 
."'ORTl1k'ESTSENfOR c/'V8 L.C.U_. M,C.U., NW.C.U., 
LG. Fglinton ·1'· /'0;0: I.od$t N.C.U .• Mid·Ulster Cricket 
LG, N. Ft:rnwnogll -I"- 8ri8oJt 
I.G. SlfflOOII(, -l' Coltmint Group, l.W.C.U. and Lein-
LG. Dontmlllla '\' SUoIrllllOIl $lers Schools. 
LG. Umal'aJy '1'· .'lion !Iliff: 

1.I:.'INS1"E'R StNIOR 2 
LG. l'IlOfll;": II v. Mall O'War 
LG, I.tillster II~, Rllilk'Q)' l.i1l.1f 
LG: Holrotll,.ry v. MrrriO'1 II 

f.fINSTl:R SE'NION 1 
f.G. CYM If~, YMCA II 
I.G. ()ublill Un/l'. III', Oontar! 

fElNSTER M/Dl)I. I:: "A" 
L(;, Carlisle III ~. i.eillsur I V 
LG. Rush /I I'. Pembroke 11/ 

/.F.lASTER "'ID/JI,I:.· "8" 
LG, YfltC,04 III I'. LcillSltr ~ 
LG', Knockbrack~. Ci)/il S('n>irt 
LG. eYM IV v, /Jafl'enlow" 

I,G . ., I.EAGfJE 
FR. .. FRIENDL Y 
DB BEL VEDERE BOND 
we .. WARING CUP 
fW .. 2,DA Y FRIf."NDLY 

CONTINUED ON P. 28 
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GEORGE BERKELEY 
The Irish bowler who changed the world. 

Edward Liddle tells the story. 
George FitzHardinge Berkeley· the famous philo­

sopher Bishop of Cloyne was an ancestor - was born 
In Dublin on January 29th 1870. Soldier, writer, 
successful barrister and high class bowler, he could 
claim, not only to have helped change the Laws of 
Cricket, but also to have altered the History of these 

Islands . 
Almost six feet tall. he used his height and a 

beautiful action to become a very good slow left 
arm bowler, who varied his pace to mecium. He had 
a deceptive curve in flight and CQuid make the ball 
break either way. A natural right hander, "his sinister­
ial delivery" (to quote the periodical CRICKET in 
1892) was forced upon him by an enthusiastic but 
fanatical preparatory school master in Sussex. The 
fanatic was farsighted because George was in the 
Wellington College, Berkshire, XI for each of his 4 
years there (1886-89). capturing 168 wickets in all. 
Master.in.charge was StColumba's educated Henry 
Brougham ("the best amateur wicket·keeper I ever 
saw", wrote Berkeley later). who had toured America 
with Nat Hone's Irish XI in 1879. 

Up at Oxford in 1890, he gained an immediate 
place in the XI with a sensational first-class debut 
against W.l.Murdoch's Australians, when, as CRICKET 
reported, "The Colonials found his deliveries little to 
their liking." He took 8-70, but the Australians· all 
out for 234 - still won by an innings. A good perf­
nrmance in the next match v. Gentlemen of England 
gained George his 'blue'. He had then to miss several 
games, but match figures of 5-58 v. Cambridge saw 
him astride the University averages, 29 at 5.17. 

In 1891 he reserved his best performance for 
the University Match· then a highlight of the Crick· 
eting Calendar. Needing only 90 to win, Cambridge 
were 43-2, when George jOined the attack from the 
Pavilion End. In 63 balls he took 5-20, but Camb­
ridge scrdped home by two wickets. 

Most of George's Irish cricket was limited to 
holiday matches, he often toured with Na Shuler 
sides in the pre-War years had also played for Cork 
County. However he appeared twice for Ireland -
vs. I Zingari in 1890 and 1891. On the first occasior 
he t • .ok a first innings 7-20 in 18 overs, his match 
figures of 11 ·75, helping to bring Ireland victory 
on the Phoenix ground. He had 3·57 in the match, 
in a drawn enc,punter at the same venue the following 
year. He never played again, but his career figures 
of 78-36-132014 (average 9.42) show how valuable his 
regular presence in the Irish side would have oocn 

Back with Oxford llgain in 1892 - as vice-captain 
and Secretary - he took 48-877. His performances 
gained him a place for Gentlemen v. Players at the 
Oval, but with 0-57 he must be accounted a failure 
in a match dominated by the greatest professional 
of the day, Arthur Shrewsbury. George had match 
figures of 6-1 46 to help in a 5 wicket win over 
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Cambridge, when he also made his career nIghest 
score, a hard hit 38 at No.3 in a second innings run 
chase. He had a moderate season in 1893, though 
bowling well to take 9-136 v.Cambridge when he 
figured in an incident which helped to change the 
laws. The follow-on was then compulsory, the deficit 
being only 80. In this match Cambridge began badly, 
collapsing to Berkeley (5-36), but Oxford did worse. 
Towards the end of their innings tt')e wicket eased, so 
that it was to their advantage to get themselves out 
and bat again. Berkeley managed to get caught at 
cover witbout being obvious, but the last pair's efforts 
to be stumped were so transparent that Cambridge all­
rounder C.M.Welis bowled a wide and a oo-ball, thus 
his side batted again. The following year the deficit 
was increased to 120, while in 1900, the incident still 
in mind, compulsion was abolished. 

This was Berkeley's last major match. He made onl., 
three more first dass appearances, the last being for 
H.G.D.leveson Gower's XI in 1906. He did play some 
minor county cricket for Oxfordshire from 1904. 

A British Army oHicer in both the Boer and First 
World Wars, his major contribution to History came in 
the mid summer of 1914. Somewhat strangely for a 
public school educated Anglo-Irishman, he was a con­
vinced Home Ruler, thus becoming a friend of Erskine 
Childers and Professor Eoin MacNeill, founder of the 
Irish Volunteers. Though never an advocate of separ. 
tion or physical force, Berkeley became convinced that 
the Volunteers should be armed. He thus provided 
most of the £ 1,500 required to finance the Howth 
Gun-Running. Subsequently, mounted somewhat ludic· 
rously upon a horse, he supervised the distribution of 
some of the guns in West Belfast. It is probable 
that had Berkeley not been available, the Volunteers' 
well·wishers would have found another backer, but it 
is tempting to assert that had there been no Berkeley, 
there would have been no "Howth Guns", and so no 
Easter Rising. How different then would the future 
of these islands, and possibly the British Empire, have 
been 7 

From 1919 Berkeley, as a lawyer, served on the 
Reparations Commission, which determined the amount 
of war damages Germany should pay. The astronomical 
sum fixed, to which George must have been a party, 
ia generally said to have aided the rise of the Nazis 
who violently oLjected to it, but. having credited 
Berkeley with allowing the Easter Rising to take place, 
we can hardly blame him for causing the rule of 
Hitler ! 

Berkeley died at Hanwell Cestle, near Banbury on 
the 14th November 1955. In his own cricketing days, 
when sides of barely first·dass strength took on South 
Africa in matches later designated Tests, it is certainly 
true to say that worse players have bowled for England. 
In all first-class matches he took 131 wickets at 20.75, 
holding 17 catches, and scored 324 runs at 10.12 



HOLYWOOD 
OR BUST! 

Holywood Cricket Club are the new­

est recruits to Section 1 of the Benson 
& Hedges NCU Senior League, having 
won Section 2 in 1984 with 13 wins 
from 18 games. It is a well-deserved 
promotion for a historic club that 
celebrated their centenary 4 years ago. 

HolywQod have won the Senior Cup 
twice, in 1899 and 1905, and the Sen­
ior League on six occasions, in 1901, 
1909,1912,1914, 1956and 1958. 
They benefitteJ greatly from cricket­
ing soldiers based at the Palace Barr­
acks in the '50s, notably John Deigh­
ton (Lancashire), Colin Atkinson 
(Somerset) and David Mordaunt (Suss-

ex). Interestingly. between the 
1956 and 1958 league wins, Holy­
wood finished last in 1957 I 

Con McCall brought a degree 
of success to the club in the '60s and 
'70s (rer:nember his two hundreds 
in a match v.Munster, 1963? I, winn­
ing international honours. 

Holywood were relegated to Sect­
ion 3 in 1976, but bounced straight 
back up the following year. Promo­

tion to Section 1 was well won last 
year, and they should not L.e over­

\'III~elmed by Section 1 cricket with 
players of the calibre of newly­
capped off-spi nner Michael Shannon. 

L.RI SH INTERNATIONALS WHO 
HAVE PLAYED FOR HOL YWOOD_ 

W.Pollock (/909) 
C.S.AndersolJ (J 926) 
J.Armmong (J 930) 
D.M. Kyle (1930) 
H.C.McCa/l (J968) 

M.Shannon (/984) 

Armstrong & Sons Ltd. 

Modern 
Bakery 

CROSS GUNS BRIDG E, 
PHI BSBORO, DUBLIN 7. 

The Bread People with unbeatable 
Quality, fresh bread & Confectionery 

& service to match 
Agents for Modern, Mannings. 
Behans. County Maid & Kiely's 

Bakeries. Big selection of following. 
Sliced or Plain White and Etrown 
Bread, Sodas. Sap's, Bread Rolls, 

Salad Rolls. Bridge Rolls. Wedding 
Cakes, Fresh cream Gateaux and 

Sandwiches, Iced Box Cakes, 
Sponges. Swiss Rolls. Birthday 

Cakes and selection of small cakes 
• All above delivered daily to Supermarkets, 

Shops and Houses. Mon. to Sat. Incl. 
• No order too big or too small 
• New Customers Welcome 

Tel. : RUSH · 437417. 437764, 437460. 

DUBLIN - 300175, 3071 17. 

Rush 
Motors 

TH E SQUA RE. RUSH 
Co. DUBLIN 

New and Used Petrol & Diesel 
Car & Commercials Sold & Serviced 

Finance arranged on request. Big 
selection of secondhand cars and 
vans in stoc k at all times. All cars 
guaranteed. Optional Safeguard 
Warranty for 12000 or 12 months 

OPEN Mon - Fri. Service, Sales, 
Petrol. 

Sat: Sales, Petrol and Oils. 

Tel. 437371. 437460 . 
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Colin Kerr talks to COLLIE DALY 
Five years ago Clontarf wicket· keeper 

Collie Daly was on the crest of a wave. 
At the end of the 1980 season he had 
scored over 500 runs and was fifth in 
the Leinstcr League batting averages. 
Three years earlier in 1977 he had play­
ed for Ireland under·19s alongside Paul 
Jackson, Stephen Warke. Jim Patterson, 
John Prior and Mark Cohen. However, 
while that quintet have since gone on 
to represent the full Ireland tcam, Daly 
has been left behind to some extent, 
and his form over the last five seasons 
has not been of the quality that wins 
players international selection. 

Just turned 24, he still has plenty of 
time to stake his claim in a team which 
is increasingly turning to young players 
as its mainstay. but he realises that he 
has a lot of work to do if he's to bec· 
ome a contender for that elusive first 

"'p. 
Born in Dublin on 26th March 1961, 

Collie Daly began playing cricket aim· 
ost. as soon as he had learned to walk. 
His home in Clontarf overlooks the 
cricket club in Castle Avenue and like 
many of the youngsters in the area, he 
automatically gravitated to the ground 
during the summer months. 
"Clontarf is a melting pot of all trad· 

itions. It's a community more than 
anything else," he explains. He points 
out that they have the highest school­
boy membership in Leinster, but that 
very few of their schoolboys come 
from traditional cricket-playing 
schools. 
"We have a tradition of fostering 

young players," he says. "The young· 
sters in Clontarf are always well looked 
after at schoolboy leveL" 

He first played competitive cricket 
for Clontarf under· 12s and made his 
senior debut for the club at the age of 
15 in 1976 against Railway Union at 
Castle Avenue. He wa; playing wicket· 
keeper that day, and although he failed 
to get into double· figures when batting, 
he remembers catching Ginger O'Brien 
off Podge Hughes'bowling. He went to 
school at St.Paul's College, Raheny, 
and won a 2nds Championship medal 
with them·in 1974. 

In 1977 he played for the Irish sch· 
ools against Wales in Bangor, and soon 
followed this up with three caps for 
thelrishunder-19s.ln1980hehad 
his most successful season to date with 
Clontarf, winning a Wiggins Teape 
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medal and scoring his career best of 68 
(not out) against Leinster. Further repro 
esentative honours came with his select­
ion for North Leinster, and he admits 
that even though an Irish cap might be 

bit of a long shot at the moment, 
following the decision of Old Belvedere's 
gifted young wicket·keeper Seamus 
O'Gorman to enter the priesthood, the 
battle for that position on the North 
Leinster team this season should rest 
between him and Malahide's Trevor 
Tully. 

He would like to add to the three 
Wiggins Teape medals he has "IOn to 
date with Clontarf and he points out 
that although they have failed to pick 
up any of the major trophies in Leinster 
.. Ner the last few seasons, the continued 
dominance of their second XI in their 
division highlights the strength-in·depth 

in the club. 
"A strong club always has a good 

2nds, and if ours had a professional play· 
ing with them last year they would have 
given most first teams a good run for 
their money." 

On the subject of professionals he has 
nothing but praise for Clontarf's pro 
John Lyon. 

"John Lyon is committed to the club 
and puts a lot into the game. Most of his 
time is spent coaching and he's there full· 
time for the kids. A good pro who coach· 
es and helps the game over here should 
be encouraged. But I'm not in favour of 
"hired guns" who playa few games and 
then disappear. I'm all for pros if they're 
used in the right spirit of the game. If a 
club had a professional on call five days 
a week to help kids who were interested 
in the game it would be a very good dev· 
elopment for cricket in Ireland. 

He names Brian Bunworth and Noel 
Mahony as formative influences in his 
career and feels that Mahony has made 
an enormous contribution to Irish cricket. 
He welcomes the increasing emphaSis on 
young players in the clubs, but feels that 
a lot of work needs to be done in the 
whole area of schools cricket. 

"The Irish schools team should be picked 
on merit and not just on the basis that you 
90 to a cricketing school. The system in 
the schools is very antiquated." 

He also finds it hard to understand why 
Man O'War's Michael Murphy has not 
played for North Leinster yet, and suggests 
that more attention might be paid to some 
of the promising youngsters playing junior 
cricket in the province. 

Working in the Bank of Ireland 
Head Office in Baggot Street leaves him 
little time for his other sporting interests 
but when he gets the time he enjoys the 
odd game of golf or tennis. His grand­
father Willie was the club professional 
in Limerick for close on 50 years whi le 
his father Dominic was also a scratch 
cup golfer with Limerick. As a youngster 
Collie Daly was a promising tennis­
player, getting to the AU· lreland U·14 
championships, but nowadays his main 
sporting interest outside cricket is foot­
ball, playing in the Leinster Senior 
League with Bank of Ireland. His brother 
Bernard plays cricket with CYM, and his 
younger brother John played his first 
senior game for Clontarf against Pemb­
roke last August. 

This season, he says, he hopes to get 
his batting back together and to play 
to his full potential. And if he does 
manage to get his act together then 
1985 could be a very good year both 
for Coltie Daly and for Clontarf. 
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J.A.O'OONNELL (Merrian & Irelandl 
Jack O'Donnell died in Co.Wicklow on September 

29th, 17 days after his 89th birthday. He had been 
Ireland's oldest living international for 89 days foll­
owing the death of E.L.Kidd (see VaLl, No.3). 
As a Merrian player he got two caps as a batsman 
in 1928·30. He made 4 and a v. the Catamarans, 
and 2 v. the M.e.C. Neither fixture was First-Class. 
He held one catch in those matches. 

He was captain of Merrien in 1926, 1928·1930, 
1934-1936, 1938, 1940-1942. He led the Merrien 
batting averages for four seasons 1926-1929, and led 
the club to the "double" in 1940. It was the first 
time the dub had won either trophy. 
CAREER RECORD IN LEINSTER SENIOR CRICKET 
m-222 ins-197 no-20 hs-86 (-2868 av.- 16.20 
3 wickets at 34.66. 70 catches, 3 stumpings. 

FERGUSON GRAINGER (President, the 
Northern Cricket Union of Ireland ). 

Ferguson Grainger died of a heart attack on 
Tuesday January 22nd. Not only was he prominent in 
cricket circle~, having been elected as President of the 
N.C.U. only last November, but he was active in a wide 
range of community organisations. 

A well·known local businessman, he was the driving 
force behind Muckamore Cricket and Lawn Tennis 
club and was President for 11 years. He was the first 
Muckamore to be elected President of the Northl!rn 
Union. In his all too brief Presidency he had been 
prominent on several N.C.U. committees and was 
already making detailed plans for the N.C.U.Centenary 
in 1986. 

To his wife,Joy and SOl, Richard, the sympathy of 
all those connected with Ulster and Irish cricket is exten­
ded. 

Mr. Grainger has been succeeded as President of the 
Northern Cricket Union by Cecil Walker of Lisburn C.C. 

Dr. Dermot RYAr-J (Belvedere College) 
The Most Reverend Dr. Dermot Ryan. former Arch­

bishop of Dublin, died in Rome in February. He was 
Patron of Old Belvedere Cricket Club. Dr. Ryan repres­
ented the School on the Junior XI in 1940, and on 
the Senior XI in 1941. 

Lt.Col. J.F.LAWRENCE (Dublin University, Pembroke 
and Phoenix) 

John Fortune "Jack" Lawrence died at his home 
in Sussex in August. He played one Firs.·Class Match 
for D.U. in 1926, scoring 6 and 1 v. a Northants 
XI. He was the grandson of J.F.Lawrence, who 
published "Lawrence's Handbook of Cricket in Ireland" 
between 1865 and 1881. 

Lawrence first played Senior cricket with Pemb. 
rake in 1921, playing a total of 11 games with the 
club up to 1925_ He represented Trinity from 
1924 to 1926, playing 15 times, and returned to 
play twice for Phoenix in 1932. 

CAREER RECORD IN LEINSTER SENIOR CRICKET 
mts-28 ins-29 no-5 h'st-58 runs-315 av-13.13 cts-6 

Brfall Stronach 

in 195 1, 

Jack Lawrellce 

/I J 926. 

B.W.H.STRONACH (Dublin University, Pembroke and 
Ireland) 

Brian Stronach, who died on April 8th last year, 
was capped once by I rei and in 1951. He was born in 1928 

and entered Dublin University in 1948. He played 
twice for Pembroke earlier that year. He scored 
almost 800 runs for Trinity, topping the batting 
averages in 1950 and 1951. It was on the strength 
of his two centuries at Railway Union that the Irish 
selectors picked him for the game with the 1951 
South Africans at College Park_ Opening the innings 
with Stanley Bergin, Stronach was bowled first ball 
by Cuan McCarthy, the pacey Springbok with the 
doubtful action. He made one in the 2nd innings 
and that was the end of his international career. 
He won a Cup Winners medal with Trinity in 1952. 
He was captain of the club in 1951. 

CAREER RECORD in LEINSTER SENIOR CRICKET 
m-32 inr,·32 n.o.-6 h.s.-104 r-796 av-30.61 
highest score 104 v. Railway, CUP, 1951 (Away) 
Held 11 catches in the field. 
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Letters 
to the 
Editor 

42 St.Stephen's Gn., 
Dublin 2. 

Dublin University e.c., the oldest 
University cricket club in the world 
and one of the oldest clubs in Ireland 
celebrates its 150th birthday this year 
To mark the Anniversary, the club 
are producing a souvenir brochure 
and a special tie, and are organising 
a Sesquicentennial Dinner and Festi­
val Week of cricket in College Park 
in late June. The highlight of the 
celebrations will be a two-day match 
between selected sides of past and 
present members of D.U.C.C. on June 
25th and 26th, with the Dinner on 
the evening of the 25th. All former 
members are requested to attend. 
Any former members interested in 
making thems~lves available for the 
Match or who would like to know 

more details of the Celebrations are 
requested to write to the Secretary 
Leslie Deacon at 5 Montpelier Terrace, 
Monkstown, Co, Dublin, or to ring him 

at Dublin 801681. 

David R. Pigot sen. 
President, D.U.C.C. 

2 Carnsore, 
Pilot View, 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin. 

I have been connected with the Leinster 
Cricket Union for over fifty years and 
have watched with great pleasure the 
tremendous strides that have been made 
in its administration and organisation. It 
therefore came as a bitter blow to see the 
retrograde step taken by the Union to bar 
profeSSionals. Are we going back to the 
days when anything new in the way of a 
proposal was howled down by the Estab· 
lishment? The standard of deQate at 
the A.G.M, was unworthy of the memb­
ers. No real, and I would underline 'real' 
reason was given for the objection to 
professionals. 

The word professional is a misnomer. 
What does it mean, how does one define 
it? Surely it is about time we realised 
that there is no such thing nowadays as 
'professionals' and 'amateurs'. Are we 
not all players and participants in a part­
icular sport? How does one define a 
player who joins another club for social 
or pecuniary gain? My club's last 'pro­
fessional' Graham Hurlbatt, was 21 years 
old. He was a keen cricketer and his assis­
tance and inspiration to our youngsters 
was outstandir.g. I n time to CDrne we will 
reap the benefit of his coaching. I bel· 
ieve that players from overseas have 
brought a new dimension to the game. 
They have created an extra interest and 
helped and shall continue to help to im· 
prove the standard of Irish cricket. I sin­
cerely hope that, in the not too distant 
future, the rule "no professionals" will 
be deleted. 

Yours sincerely, 
Alf Solomons. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

CLASSIFIED ADS. cOSt just lOp 
per word Use them to sell your old 
kit or to complete your col/ectlon 
of cricketana. 'ICM' is read by oller 
5,000 cricketers in Ireland 

RUGBY WORLD magazine. 110 
issues 1967-1981. 1974-80 com­
plete. Very good condition. 
£25 o.n.O. Ring William Davies 
after 6pm anyday except Mon. 
Tei. 091 - 51649. 

THE EDITOR of Irish Cricket 
would like to buy the 1981 ICU 
Yearbook to complete the set. 
Contact at address of magazine. 

Have IR ISH CR ICKET delivered 
to you at your place of work ! 
If you work (or live) within one 
mile of O'Connell 8ridge, we can 
deliver I.C.M. to you on the day of 

publication (Friday) for no extra 
charge. £5 for the next 5 issues. 
41 Londonbridge Rd., Sandymount, 
Dublin 4. 

BACK ISSUES of " IRISH CR ICKET' 
still available: No.1 (C. Kuggeleijn, 
Schools Final, YMCA, West Indians 
preview, Universities Championship) 
No.3 (Railway Union, Walter St.John. 
E.L.Kidd, Women's Tour, Cup Final 
Photo Special). No.2 sold-out. 
Issues 1 & 3 £J including postage. 

PLAY FAIR ANNUALS wanted. 
1981, 1977, 1978, 1979, all pre-
1975 except 1970. Genuine 
collector will pay reasonable prices. 
Also keen to improve collection of 
Wisden and the Cricketer. 

Box.No. 1, 41 Londonbridge Rd" 
Sandymount, Dublin 4. 

~ Dublin Grass Machinery LI ____________________________ ~ 

Canal BrKfge 
Navan Road 
Blanchardstown. Dublin 15_ 

Vanmar Diesel Tracto n 
Vanmar Diesel Mowen 
Mountfield Mowen 
Hayter" Mowen 
Eurotec Spiken 

SUPPLIERS OF PROFESSIONAL GRASS CUTIING 

& GRASS MAINTENANCE EOUIPMENT 
(New & Second·Hand) TO All THE LEADING CRICKET 

CLUBS IN lEINSTER. 

PROVEN SERVICE and PARTS BACK-UP 
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lawnflite RKfe..on Mowers 
Allett Cylinder MowP.n 
links Gang Mowen 
Briggs and Stratton Engines 

Call or Ring STAN MITCHEll or 
JIMMY HUGHES 

01 - 213384 (day) 

01 - 210456 (evenings) 



MARK DONALDSON (Sian Mills) 
19 year-old Donaldson, son of 

well-known footballer Winston, is 
already the holder of a N.w.Senior 
Cup medal, won last season at the 
expense of Brigade. Coming in at 8 
or 9 in the strong Sian batting line-up, 
he impressed many with his immacul­
ate style, particularly when attacking 
the off side on the front foot. Alth· 
ough a bit short, he generates a fair 
pace from a smooth action. Opened 
the bowling in the N.W. Cup Final. 

ANGUS DUNLOP (V.M.e.A.) 
Son of a former Irish selector, Angus 

has played Senior cricket since he was 14. 
A methodical bat, Dunlop could 
be a good outside bet for international 
honours in two or three years. 

WILLIE DWYER (The Hills) 
Twenty senior wickets and promo· 

tion to the Irish Youths panel topped 
off a good 198'4 season for Dwyer. 
A speedy, if a bit raw bowler, Willie 
could play for North Leimter this 
year if the selectors overcome their 
reltlctance to look past Malahide. 

~ 

• 
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WATCH 
17fe provincial correspondents 

of "IRISH CRICKET' nominate 
a dozen young players who, we 
believe, will be names to watch 
out for ill 1985. 

IAN HASTIE \(;hurch of Ireland) 
Ian is a big strong boy, who is develop­

ing into a useful fast-medium bowler. At 
the moment, he is a little wild, but very 
quick. A good season from Ian would make 
a large contribution to C.I., Munster U·19 
and Ireland Youths efforts. 

BILLY LESLI E (Waterford) 
Billy is a batsman of undoubted poten­

tial . The new artificial pitch at Waterford 
will give him a better chance of developing 
his technique. The only other thing needed 
is plenty of opportunity of playing against 
good bowling, particularly at No.3 or No.4 

\ in the order. Given the chance, he should 
, play several major innings this season. 

r: , 
MICHAEL GILLESPI E (Strabane) 

Michael, just 16, is the 2nd of 
Paddy Gillespie's three sons who have 
played their wayan to the Strabane 
1st XI, and in a remarkable season 
when he accumulated 1248 runs in 
all grades of cricket, he came second 
only to professional 80bby Rao 
in the senior averages with 194 runs 
at 32.33. Not bad for an extremely 
modest lad who started the '83 season 
in his club's 4th team. His methodical 
and unflappable style has attracted the 
nickname'Tavare' l Impressively un­
hurried catch ing style in the outfield. 

BRIAN MILLAR (Bangor) 
Aged 18, 8rian is a right-hand bat 

and wicket·keeper, now recognised as 
being first reserve to Paul Jackson for 
Ulster Town. Ulster Schools 1984, 
Ulster Town U-19 since 1982. Bangor 
First XI regular since late 1983. 

Intends to study at Manchester next 
winter. Irish Youths Squad member. 

MARK McCALL (Bangor) 
Son of former international Can, 

and younger brother of Peter, capped 
at Schools level in '84, Mark is a talent­
ed right-hand batsman. Senior debut 
1984, Ulster Town U-19 1984. Captain 
Ulster Schools U·16 team 1982. Aged 
17, Mark is a certainty for Ulster and 
and Irish Schools this year, and is on 
the Youths short·list for Bermuda. 
If selected, he will be one of the few 
boys to have represented I reland at 
schools level in cricket lind rugby. 

MARK NULTY'(Dublin Univ. & YMCA) 
Mark should benefit from playing for 

Trinity in the early season, particularly 
through the coaching of Noel Mahony. He 
made his Senior debut last August, scoring 
two fifties in 5 innings, average 40.75. 

SIMON REDPATH (Woodvale) 
Aged 18, Simon is a right·arm fast· 

medium bowler and right hand bat. 
Currently a student at Belfast Royal 
Academy, he will rejoin Woodvale this 
year after several seasons with Section 
3 club Academy. Ulster Schools since 
1982, Irish schools cap in 1984. Irish 
U·19 Squad for Youths Tournament 
in Bermuda. Key figure for Woodvale's 
hopes of success in 1985. 

JOHN HOEY (C.Y.M.) 
Hoey had a magnificent season in 

1984, scoring 569 runs, including 4 
fifties, well clear of any of the locals 
in CYM. He should benefit from the 
extra responsibility he will shoulder 
with the temporary ban on pro's. 
John is also a useful bowler to call on. 

RAY WONG (Wanderers) 
Ray is a very promising off-spinner, 

who at the moment is still looking for a 
better action. last season, in the closing 
U-19 games against Ulster Town and North 
West, he bowled to a tight field setting and 
in both games took 2 for 20 in tenovers. 
This should be his usual method of attack. 
An excellent fielder, Ray is also a useful 
batsman to have going in at 8 or 9. 
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FIXTURES 
Sunday MAY 5th 

U:/NSTt:R SENIOR CLUB 
BR. Merrion -v- Old Briveaere 
BB. Carlisle -y- l,timter 
88 Rai/way Union·»- ,Cylt'. 
BR. Phoenix + Dubfm Umv. 

LEJNSTEI{ SENIOR 2 
LG. OoMar! Jl -v· 7Jle 1Iil/s 11 

LEINSTf..'R SHNlOR 3 
LG. /. eirmer III v. Malahide II 
LG. Dublill Univ v. Pembroke 
re. Rush~. Roil· .... ay Union III 

LEINSTf:;R MIDDLE "A" 
I.C, Man O'Wor f/ v. P'nix fII 
FR. Mullingar v. North Kildare 

LEINSTER INTERMEDIATE A 
LG. Pcmbroke/V -v- Rush /1/ 

LElNST/::R lNTE:RMEDlATE B 
LG. Civil Servicel/ -v- C1rlisle IV 
I.G. RingCom'ns-v· Railway V 

LHNSTl:R JUNIOR A 
LG. At' Lingus -).'- Knockllarley 
LG. Kn'brock Il -v· Do/ralhy /I 
LG. CYM V -y- Balbriggan /I 

LHNSTER JUNIOR B 
LG. Thellillsl V -v· Sandy/ord 
LG. Addillstownll·v· RushlV 

Monday MAY 6th 

NORTIlf:RN SENIOR CLUB 
LG. Usburn -v· Downpatrick 
LG. f.ul'1lon ·v_ BDf/vmena 
LG. North Do",n .p. Bangor 
LG. NJ(X·v· Woringstown 
LG. Woodvole .". lIolywood 

NORTH: lSI DMsioll, SECT.2 
LG. CUftonl'ifle'll- Donae/oney 
LG. Donoghodee·1l- Armagh 
LG. Illstonioll$ '1'. RUe 
LG. I,ourelvole '1" Queens Unil 
LG. Muckamore + &intficld 

NORTH __ 1st Dil'., SEC710N 3 
LG. GYMS ·1" Ards 
I.G. Cooke -I'- Academy 
LG. Victoria '1" C,egagh 
LG. Dundrom '~'- Shorts 
LG_ Dlmmurry .p. YMCA 

Continued 
Tuesday MAY 7th 

MID-ULSTER MINOR LEAGU/:; 
we. Portadown '1" Armagh 
we Laurell'ole -j'. Dungannon 

Wednesday MAY 8th 
LEINSTER SENIOR LEAGUE 
BB. YMCA'1l- Dublin Unil'. 

LEINSTER SCHOOLS LEAGUl:: 
A. King's Hosp_ '1" High School 
A. St. Paul's .1'- Sf.Andrew'$ 
8. St. Mary', -I'- &ndford Pk. 
8. Bl'lvedere'll- St.Columba's 

Thu rsday MAY 9th 
MID-ULSTER CUP 
Rd. I Cret'Jiedonnel/ ,J.'- Ardmore 
Rd. I Bready -p. Drommond 
Rd. I Waterside '1'- Kil/ymoll'ht 
Rd. I Strabane -I'- Glendermotr 
Rd.} Eg/inlOn·1'- Oindle 
Rd.} Brigade -I'- Bollyspa/len 

IRISH CRICKETERS' 
BIRTHDAYS 

Apr, 1 Ray Daly is 43 
Apr.2 J.M.McKeivey i:r 52 
Apr.3 W.R.Hunter is 47 
Apr.4 Alan Hughes is 34 
Apr. 5 Gerry F. Murphy is 40 
Apr.8 Graham Crothers is 36 
Apr.IO Podge Hughes is 42 
Apr.l J Eddie Bushe is 34 
Apr. 12 Jack Short is 34 
Apr. J 3 Samuel Beckett is 79 
Apr.20 Alfie Linehan is 45 
Apr.22 The EdilOr is 23 
Apr.25 David Ensor is 37 
May 2 Air Mosood is 33 

Wtsley Ferris is 58 
Dougie Goodwill is 47 
Michael Reith is 37 

May 3 Ken Hope i$ 46 
Jim !forrison is 44 

May 6 UJr'Y Worke is 58 

PLEASE SEND US THE 
BIRTHDA YS OF PI.A YERS 
AT YOUR CLUB. 

STAR COLUMNISTS I Dermott Montieth 
\ / & John Prior 

Plus news, resuJt~, features and photos 
" from the four corners of Ireland. 

Issue 2 on sa le Friday, May 10th 
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DAVY 

STOCKBROKERS 

60/63 Dawson Street, 

Dublin 2. 

Tel. No. 772416 

PERSONAL 
INVESTMENT 

DIVISION 

Independent advice and 
performance evaluation 

of unit linked funds, 
growth and income bonds. 



KIT SPECIAL 
Spring is in the air again, and with [t the 

familiar smell of mouldy pads and disinte­
grating batting gloyes. Club equipment 
officers open the kit locker before the first 
net and find one pad with its straps broken 
and 8 damp thigh pad. No need for despair, 
however, because the quantity and variety 
of cricket equipment available in Dublin 
this year is better than ever before. The 
other good news is that prices do not seem 
much higher than last year. though admitt· 
edly still steep by British standards. 

The market for cricket gear in Ireland is, 
of course, relatively smaiL The major, long­
established sports shops like EI~uy'l and 
Fitzgibbon I admit that cricket aC(;ounts 
for a small percentage of their total busi· 
ncss, and their stocks are consequently 
limited Although the sports goods market 
has expanded over the last few years, the 
focus has been on newer, more individual 
activities. For the general, wide-ranging 
sports shops, cricket now comes well be­
hind sports like snooker, martial arts and 
weight-training in terms of sales volume. 

In a minority sport like cricket, how­
ever, where contacts are easily maintained, 
the players themselves tend to fill up the 
gaps in the market. The bulk of the Dub­
lin cricket equipment market is in the 
hands of cricketers and members of well­
known cricketing families. This applies 
particularly to the wholesale end, with 
people like Tony Leon, Ian Keartland and 
Colin Meeke holding the Irish agencies for 
the major English manufacturers. 

In the retail sector, SportsgeQr is the 
dominant name, Their Blessington Street 
shop is largely given over to cricket dur­
ing the summer months, and the Capel 
Street outlet also carries stocks and takes 
orders. Owned by Pembroke stalwart 
Ronnie Byrne, Sportsgear is the only shop 
in Dublin which aims to stock a complete 
range of gear, including all the major 
makes. They carry the sweaters of all the 
senior clubs, and all are currently in stock 

Duncan Fearnley are perhaps the most 
popular bats at the moment, with the 
heavy, top.of,the-market MAGNUM incre­
asingly prevalent in senior cricket. Sports· 
gear retail it at I 92.90. For those who 
prefer a lighter bat, the Magnum MICRO· 
UTE is an attractive alternative. Fearnley's 
major 'endorsers' now have their own bats 
named after them: the Viv Richards 5· 
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fhe Viv Richards 5·Star £71.10 

star sells for 171.10 and the Ian Botham 
'Attack'is ISO. 95. These bats are made 
of less·seasoned wood than the more exp­
ensive Magnums - for the less-seasoned 
player perhaps? The -well·known GRAY 
NICOLLS and STUART SURRIDGE 
brands are also in stock, with GN's top-
of the range GN TOO Extra Special 
(scoop) priced at 198.95 and Surridge's 
Jumbo Executive at £97.00. Interesting 
neI/\/Comers are the Newbery range, as 
used by several West Indians, including 
the shoulderless EXCAl1BUR at 176. 70, 

Sportsgear also sell the complete range 
of cricket accessories and clothing; from 
bat oil at 95p. to outdoor Truturf wickets 
at °1540. 

Match balls are a major item of expense, 
and Sportsgear have introduced a cheaper, 
Engl ish made ball this year which they 
expect to appeal to hard·pressed club 
treasurers. Details, and a full catalogue of 
cricket equipment. clothing and accessor­
ies from Sportsgear, 22 Blessington St., 
Dublin 1. 

Particularly attractive in the area of 
cricket clothing this year is the new 
GUNN & MOORE range· a comeback 
for an old name. Their bat, the MAEST­
RO, is the most expensive in the shops 
at just 5p short of £100_ G&M importer 
Ian Keartland (Bluebell Avenue, Dublin) 
assures me that his cream cricket trousers 
1£21.95) can be worn to church on Sun· 
days· $0 that's why he joined YMCA! 
The GRAHAM DILLEY BOOT and the 
DEREK RANDALL BATTING SHOE 
are equally stylish. Fitzgibbon's of South 
Anne Street are carrying the GUNN & 
Moore range as their main cricket tines, 
though other 5 brands can be ordered 
on request. They also stress that they 
can supply RECTICEL sports matting 
at short notice and competitive prices. 

Elvery's will have a small stock of bats, 
pads etc, but they too will cater for 
orders rather than keeping large stocks in 
the shops. 

MacGowan's in Terenure have C. Y.M. 
sweaters as well as a small selection of 
bats. Basically, these shops cater for the 
individual player requiring one or two 
items. For larger orders, or for more eso­
teric items (from spare pad straps to 
batting helmet visors). Sportsgear are the 
best bet. 

ANDREW DEACON REPORTS 
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BilBO george a. dagg 
limited 

rathmines 
tel. 973999/972390 

OPENING HOURS: 

Monday to Friday 

Wednesday -late 
Saturday 

9am to 6pm 

up to 8pm 
10amt01pm 

Sportsgear (I) Ltd. 
22 Blessington Street, 
(off Dorset Street), 
Dublin 7. 
Tel: 30.t21l0IJ8B67. 

I A Capel S treet, 
(at the Bridge), 

Dublin I. 
Tel: 7.t4658 

WE CATER FOR ALL SPORTING EQUIPMENT AT THE KEENEST PR ICES 

SPECIAL RATES FOR CLUBS & SCHOOLS 

ALL LEADING BRANDS STOCKED: DUNCAN FEARNLEY, GRAY NICOLLS. PUMA, 

ADIOAS. FRANK BRYAN, ST.PETER, COUNT Y, 
STUART SURRIDG E, GUNN & MOORE. 
NEWBE RG etc. 

THE LARGE ST STOCKISTS OF CRICKET 
GEAR & EQUIPMENT IN IRelAND 

Contact : Ron Bvrne & Eddie Dwyer 
'---_______ ~ __ . _______________ ___1 
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~ Sedgwick Dineen Group 

World wide experience at your 
doorstep. 

Sedgwick Dineen is the Irish member of the international Sedgwick 
Group. Europe's largest insurance broking group. employing over 
8.000 people in 58 countries worldwide, In Ireland. we represent all 
the skill and expertise required to plan your insurances. employee 
benefits and personal finances. nationally and internationally, If 
you feel you could use the judgement and knowledge of a world 
leader on your doorstep. contact us at your local office, 
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Unique contoured edge provides 
extra thickness at sweet-spot line and 
controlled graduated taper to shoulder 
and toe. 
Scientifically designed maximum 
swell f lows to stronger toe 
and weight-reduced 
flatter shoulder. 

Superb balance 
packs power 
behind every 
stroke. 

TRADE ENQU IRIES TO: 

WINDMILL SPORTS 
AND 

LEISURE LTD . 
Further details from: 
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IAN KEARTLAND 
Bluebell Avenue. Bluebell . 

Dublin 12. 
Telephone: 519122 . . 

As used by Ireland's most 
promising cricketer. 
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